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Concerning the Expedition of the Magi

Han and Dro had awoken from a sleep of no
the very thought is something, for darkness is an entire worldagfimation for a thing

that does not exist. o After this long sl eej
are alive and awake! o0 They were in a cave b
skies and green fields, and Han even saw a house atider wherein an old wise lady

said, AYou can see any one of these worlds vy

by

that | eads you to darkness! o They then vent



Chapter 1

The forbidden Lands and what Hann found there

Walking, the very act moves its traveler through space and time. It enlivens the
mind and strengthens the body makingimsbiot less and less a nothing with every step.
For Hann, Walking seemed to be all there was to life at the moment. It was argues and
long. Every rock seemed to stare at him as he passed. Thousands had lain before his
eyes and disappeared behind him. THestarted blurring together into one single
memory. Hanndos feet felt sore so hel sat
make me stronger He thoughhen Hann remembered how very weak he used to be, and
smiled at how very strong lineed become. At one time he dg to the wall for support, at
others he walked clumsily about in the direction he leaned, but not now. His stride was
long, and his feet were steady.

Hann was a skinny boy. His eyes glinted with an unquenchable hope, end the
was no end to his curiosity of the world around him. A smudge of dirt could be seen on his
face. He wore a single tan robe as was custom in the caves. Further in you could be
punished for not wearing them, but out here in the wild enitethere waso one to see,
or care. The caves were all he had ever known. He had awoken only two years before,
with complete amnesia, which sleep he and his friends termed "the nothing”. It seemed
everyonewas headed for it; it wasn't just a freak accident like mght think, but a
systematic process. When he had made friends they journeyed with him outwards which
was against all social recommendations.

Though he had walked far, a dark sadness lingered with him. He had left his
friends miles and countlesagsages behind him, all for the sake of scouting on. Hann's
thoughts turned to his best friend Dro and the many good times with him. "I miss you
Dro." Hannthought. "We will meet again soon, and | will lead us all out; Out to our blue
skies and greenedids.” Hann looked around him in the darkness. He was alone and very
much felt it. The utterly empty tunnel magnified the silence of his loneliness.

He arose and took a few steps on. Something grabbed his attention; it was a soft
glow in the passay He quickened his pace and made his way toward it. He finally saw
its source, a strange spherical reflection. He approached the object and Hann soon saw
himself reflected in it. It was an odd hat made of metal; slowly, he tried it on and it fit
perfectly. A look of delight appeared on Hann's face. He took it off for a moment and
wiped some dust from it with his robe and admired his reflection. The only other time he
had ever seen it was in pools of water in the rocks.

He brushed away some otleght legged inhabitants and put it back on his head.

He sat down on the ground and reached into his pocket. Hann found the usual things but
no mushrooms. He had found a patch about a week ago but they were all gone now. He
put eating out of his mindna sat there a little longer.



Being rested he traveled on. The caves were getting more and more rugged as the
cavities passed by. The passages widened as Hann moved forward where Giant rocks
filled black cathedrals of dark stone. One such grand hadlireny stalactites on the
ceiling and in the distance it looked as though great pillars stood between him and other
halls. This must be the Rivanway Hann thought. The Rivanway was a huge connection
of such rooms that stretched for miles and was a greates of travel among the Outem
Rangers. Hann had never before seen it but had heard tales of its existence. The
Outerrim Rangers were dwellers of these parts and Hann had made friends with a few of
them already.

Hann walked between two huge rotke size of houses when suddenly he noticed
a light on the ceiling coming from some place up ahead. He could hear faint whispers in
that direction too. Hann made his way through the narrow way and came out from
between the two large boulders. Below ima room through a cavity in the floor lay the
camp of some Rangers. A small fire in the center cast the reflection on the ceiling of the
great cathedral that Hann had seen. Hann could see at least four of them sitting around
and whispering among theelves. They had not seen him yet so Hann spoke.
"Hello there."

They all looked quickly and one stood.
"Are you a friend? Or are you a man of Orfaciuse?" He asked.
"l am a friend to the Rangers and a fellow adventurer. My name is Hann and | fight
against Orfaciuse and his followers. Here is the sign.” Hann made the sign that was part
of their order and then looked for a way down.

Most of the Rangers believed there to be no way out. The rim dwellers had
developed mythology and legend aboutdpen aired lands but to most of them, it was
nothing more than a hopeless dream. Hann found a stone stair case cut by erosion and
climbed down. He walked into the gathering and gave his hand to the standing gentleman.
The man spoke.

"This is Fanor, Tagl, Raneu and my name is Triamar."

"Nice to meet you, | am Hann as | have said."”

"What is that relic on your head?" asked Fanor somewhat rudely.

“ tnbosst hing of i mportance, ités just for fun."
Rangers to be highlyuperstitious about almost everything. Hann sat down and they

returned to telling stories of the outer lands as they always did, living in a hopeless fantasy.

"Is this part of the Rivanway?" Hann asked.

"Yes thisis." Tagol told him.

Hann immediately nated the heavenly smell of simmering lizard and mushroom
coming from a small round caldron on the fire. His stomach gave a groan but he hoped the
others didn't notice. He had nothing to contribute so he just planed on not eating at all.
"Have you anythig to add to the stew Hann?"Raneu asked as he stirred it. Hann quickly



raised his hand and shook his head.
"No, um | am okay, | am not hungry." He lied.

Hann sat and listened to their stories as Tagol being the story teller told them.
"King Enthnar of tle Immortals rode a great bird to our world"

"What is a bird again?" Fanor asked.

"Oh a bird is a great and noble creature that flies above us, in the air, and is literally covered
with small peaces of cloth | believe to help it sore fast and sure."

"l see."

"Once Enthnar arrived he saw that the earth was covered in clouds. So he fed his bird
serpents until it became so large and strong it flew away carrying all the clouds in its talons.
So Enthnar called his bird Horizon and as it flew into the daskoithe west it died. And

all its feathers became living things. And to this day they drive the dispersed clouds over
the earth and are called dragons of the storm. And they obeyed the voice of Enthnar.
And Man called him the God of storms.

Anyway he set up a kingdom and a tower on the earth. And there he made peace
with our fathers who had come into the world by the way of the waters."
"éWaters?"

"Yes the water that drips from the rocks in the cave or even the river is nothing compared to
the etenal waters of the outer place which are continuously flowing. Our ancestors came
out of the ocean riding in eight whales holding the Titan stones for light. Then Enthnar
gave the kingdom to our fathers and he and the other Immortals traveled nottreawer

back to the ever living Isles of the northern star.”

All sat transfixed on these heavenly thoughts. Hann liked to indulge himself once
in a whileupon these fantasies but knew he should be more concerned with actually getting
to those places.

"Let me tell you a story now." Hann said. When all were looking at him he began. "l was
deep in the caves about a year ago and | had the most amazing vision. |saw blue skies and
Green fields. The blue sky is the absence of any roof and above anghtiirthere are

many lights and wonders. The green fields on the other hand are made of millions of

living things | like to call plants.

They grow upward not from a floor but of what | call ground which is made up of
dirt that is like sand or dust wentl here only moister. So now | am on my way out of here
because | know | was called to it by my vision. | believe the auteis not far but is very
close to what we seek. 0 The Rangers stare
laughter!

"My dea boy" said Tagol

"I have hoped also in my younger years for that very thing but your story of the outer land

is even crazier then what we have exaggera
that bird stuff is probably just figurative for moving fast or somethingk e t hat . 0



Tagol was taken back when he saw that Hann had a very serious look on his face;
the shining helmet only added even more commanding majesty to his appearance.
AThese follies are delusions of yoeoeudheh, " Tago
passage was sealed during the first rebellion."
filf that story is even true!" called out Triamar.
ANow, now you know that is a fact. We were a
Afévaguel yo
"There must be a way, it is not our fate that keeps us here." said Htas only our fear."
All sat quietly for a bit. Hann realized he had caused quite a stir in their minds.
He never quite understood why this didn't work. The harder you tried to convince
someone of the truth the more they rejected it. Like mdmlgphushing away healthy food
or sick people turning down medicine. People always said Hann caused contention but to
him it was just sound reason. He had found such plain truth in places everyone else
overlooked or ignored. Perhaps it was just becaligedevel of his honest humility, but
that possibility actually hadnét crossed his
out to his last breath.
Feeling he was no longer welcome and with no avail Hann said goodbye and left.
He commenced Txeling on in the way he was headed before. He climbed back out of
that hole and walked on. Squeezing his way between some more boulders he came to the
opposite edge of the Rivenway and the end of the room. It was a tall abrupt wall, with a
small openingat the bottom. Hann ducked into it and made his way on through that
passage which soon had enough clearance to afford him to stand, for which he was grateful.
Ti me passed and Hann didndot know how | ong he
were acing all over; he just wanted to go a little further. Becoming irresistibly weary
Hann knelt down. The ground felt comfortable so he collapsed and fell asleep on the trail.
He opened his eyes and tried to remember what he had dreamt; hoping he might
find some comfort in the memory of the night. He remembered with some
disappointment he had simply dreamt of walking and seeing countless rocks passing by,
and now he had to walk some more. Lately Hann noticed more and more memories were
coming back to him He half jumped as he thought he heard a voice in the dark cracks and
in the passage. Then he realized it was his own mind replaying the voice he had heard
right before his awakening. "Hann Hann Hann." To whom could that voice really
belong? He wonded. It was clearly a woman's voice, and she seemed desperate to save
him. Hann pulled himself to his feet and put one foot in front of the other. He realized all
of a sudden that he was getting really hungry, as he heard the sad music of his belly, but
there was nothing edible in sight and there
Hann walked forward and the passage he was traveling soon opened up into another
large room. He quickly lost his appetite when he saw thousands of corpses hanging from
the ceiling He had seen one or two before but never this many. "And to think | was



sleeping not far from here," Hann thought to himself as though the bodies posed some
threat. Still theieerieeye sockets and skinny limbs put shivers up his spine. Hann could
hear his heart pounding as he reasoned with himself. "They are just bodies," he thought.
Yet something menacing hung thick in the air around them as though their very sight could
poses a man with some evil. They hung by both hands, a rope for eachatnwgent up
through holes in the stone. Most were half rotten and some had fallen, Hann tried not to
look up as he made his way across the great hall but would jump occasionally as a fallen
body would come into view. A rotten hand here and a dead fae thFinally he made it

into another passage. He stopped and leaned against a wall trying to calm himself down.
Finally his heart went back to normal and he was very grateful he was beyond it. "I hope
there is no more of those places," he thought.

Hannwalked on. His mind reflected back to the words of Morgan in consolation.
"This truth | give you. Not as the evening stars give | unto you. But as the morning sun
shines in the east give | unto you.  May this light always live in your heart arshau
never fall. Though cave wall and army stand between you and the gates of day, you shall
not thirst. This is the truth; though your eyes may grow dim and your body lay in death,
you shall see your father in the flesh." Hann reached into his pa#igiulled out his
candle. He touched the wick and light burst upon it.

A crossing hallway appeared that went from side to side of Hann's previous
direction. The passage he was following ended. Hann yawned looked upward into the
tunnel ahead and thelne saw a definite carved doorway, and through it lay many things
shining and glittering in the dim cave light.

He ran to it and saw again something co
floor was covered in a sea of metal ornaments, not only foretae but what seemed
would fit on every other part of the body. He saw many other metal hats just like his own.
He picked up an arm piece and a metal plate for his chest, and started trying them all on.
The hide straps were old and broke easily. Finailstrated, he threw them all back but
he kept his hat. A look of astonishment covered His face as he saw mounds of the same
stuff. il wonder what Dro would say if he
continued to look around. The door framas made of carved stone and was of much
finer workmanship than he had seen for quite some time. An inscription glared down
from the stone door post, crudely carved by hand with a rock.

Kob Pear Run,
Hann Grin Mah.
Avita Abra Ta.

Zar Dagne a Pethl
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Translation
Fell ow Ranger dondét advance past
This is the home of evil spirits and the dead.
If you enter they will kill you like our comrades.

-In memory of Dagne and Pethl

Hann stared at it for a moment. He looked up the way over the piles of metal. It seemed
to be brighter up that way and the air smelled sweeter too. "This was probably written by
an Orfacian anyway," Hann thought. "If it is so evil than why is it sohnfwighter in
there?" Hann shrugged his shoulders put out the candle and went into the corridor. He
stepped up onto the piles of armor and started walking over it. The metal clothes made so
much more noise than he had ever anticipated. It was hardk@asvaell. Everything
he stepped on was varied in sturdine&ometimese could get solid footing and then the
next step his |l eg would sink into the mess.
scraping noises filled the cave. Hann tried to stepfasis possible but he was stumbling
through it quit awkwardly. The racket just echoed louder and louder as things fell over,
and he repeatedly lost his balance in the piles of metal.
Al suppose i f this must be tehet Heamm dalolf uph.ed d
said with a chuckle. "Well that might not be too funny if it really happened,” he thought.
Hann made his way onward slowly; nevertheless he surely moved forward. Then he
glanced into a chest piece, and saw the reflection of sonsémmg#ing right behind him.
Hann jerked around and saw nothing but an em
candét have been anyone or | would have heard
a strange shadow or something."

He went clankig on till he came to a pile of this stuff like a small mountain. It
almost completely filled the whole room. The only space left to crawl in was diagonal.
Hann scaled, hugging the metal and sometimes accidentally sliding down to the wall or low
ceiling. Every time this happened he would be half buried by junk coming down with
him. He would then get up and struggling up and around natural pilasters protruding out
of the cave wall. As he made his way sideways he had to watch not to bump his head on
theceiling or low hanging stone. Hann finally found his way around to the other side
where lay a giant slope of armor into the darkness. It was not comfortable to slide on since
it was hard and had abrupt edges, so Hann attempted to let himself downdrst@aan

As he descended he began to slide. Hann flung his arms out in an attempt to catch
himself but it was no use. He dug his feet into the slope and finally came to a stop. His
hand was shaking slightly. Hann glanced downward and still saw no ¢mel darkness.
He knew it was a ways off and not just a pit by the updraft hitting his face. He slowly
came to the point where he could see the armor level out and the cave turn with it. He
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could hear a trickle and the air was becoming cooler. Hashalshg and he finally was
able to stand up. He got goose bumps when suddenly he felt cool water on his feet. The
armor was laying in some kind of stream. The metal glistened in the moisture and it cast
sparkles on the ceiling. He made his way thratighly to find another room full of the
same kind of metal ornaments. Luckily this room was smaller and Hann hoped there was
a foreseeable end to this awkward terrain. He continued to climb up over the piles of dry
metal.

Hann looked into helmet andvga face that was not his own looking straight up at
him. Hann's heart took a leap. It was a waioseface was pail and grim. Hann
frantically looked around but there was no one in sight. He looked back and in the
reflection the face was still theredking up at him. Hann's heart began to pound
relentlessly. He looked away, and started wondering if there was an invisible being with
him. Hann Got up to run, and tripped. He fell down into the metal suits with a defining
crash and lifted his head. dglance in the armor revealed a multitude of shadowy figures.
Just ahead he saw a handle sticking up out of the junk. He reached for it for something to
sturdy himself with but it quickly came free with a loud scrape revealing a rusted blade.
Hann gazedt it for a while; ideas started turning in his head. His eyes quivered from the
blade in his hand to the armor aridev e r s a . AWhat i s a knife
wonder ed. “"This must be a sword | ike in

Hann arose with the swain his hand and staggered forward. He stumbled
through the armor using the blade to sturdy himself. The pieces of armor thinned out and
he finally felt solid ground. The passages stretched on. There was armor strewn here and
there but it became lesediless as he walked farther into the cave. Occasional helmets
and shields littered the halls. Hann was grateful to feel ordinary sturdy rock under his feet
but still a nagging anxiety about what lay behind him remained. He came into a room that
had a drker hue. It had no armor anywhere so he sat down on the floor. He still had the
sword tightly clenched in his fist. Hann realized yet another obstacle lay between him and
his friends.

The caves overflowed with perfect silence and Hann sat therddogdme. "I
am so lonely | must be going crazy." Hann said, his light headed voice gave a clue to his
weariness. His whispers seemed to fill the caverns with a soft echo of sadness. Looking
up Hann saw the entrance to the armor rooms were fillédplkiantoms looking curiously
in at him. For some reason he could see them now, and in that moment his anxieties about
them seemed to wash away. They were pale and not all there. The spirits all wore armor
shrouded under great cloaks; some had helmets wiost did not.
"Hello?" The spirits gave no response in return.

One by one they slowly vanished. Hann was alone again. He wondered if what
just happened really happened or if he was just going crazy. Hann feeling so exhausted
fell into the landof dreams. Music and singing filled his ears and he began to wonder
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whether he was awake or still sleeping. When he opened his eyes all was quiet and the
floor lay spread out before him; hard and cool. Hann got up with a start and saw he must
have sloghed the helmet off in the night, for it lay not a foot away from his head. Hann
groped for it but did not find it. Hann was surprised when he realized his stomach didn't
give him jabs of pain or even grumble anymore. Instead it simply lay in shriveled
surrender. Hann got up on his elbows and knees; judging from his weakness he knew he
needed food more than ever.

Hann looked into the helmet and saw his pale skinny face. Then he slipped it back
on and gotup. The Sword lay to his side but he couldnk tihat he would need it for so
he left it there. He again walked onward through the caves. These new caves where
darker in color but lighter in actual luminosity. Hann wandered from room to room and
down many tight passages wondering when the paindxgtap. Hann came into a room
with soft black sand. It felt cool on his feet and it reminded him of that sand cave long ago
the Magi took them to. This sandy cave winded on like the bowels of a giant worm.
Finally Hann came to the end, "no passage dw&t another dead end.” He cried. He sat
down on a sandy mound in disappointment. Then Hann got an idea. He began digging
away the sand at the back wall. After some time he had grains of sand between all his
fingernails but to his relief a small hddegan to appear. He continued burrowing until he
was under the wall in a tight space. His breath was all around him but Hann was used to
small spaces. He dug and dug until some sand trickled down over his hand. It was from
a hole on the other side. eHjot really exited but it took a lot more time to clear it out
enough to squeeze through. Once he got through it opened up to a whole new system of
caverns only this time the light was even brighter. Hann got restiyed for he felt
closer than ever.

Soon Day passed into night and all the caves grew slightly dimmer. This
phenomenon happened in the other caves as well but not with such a great contrast. Hann
didn't know what to think of it but he felt good about these caves anyway. As he
found some sand to sleep on, he sat down and looked around him. Something white
appeared in the corner of his eye. Hanns heart gave an uneasy jump; he hoped it wasn't
another phantom but what he saw was much worse. He looked tostrange creature
standing on all fours on a moundarby It looked like a dog but this one was large
muscular and pale as icdt didn't resemble Nog's happy little dog at all. This one looked
more like a monster.

Hann didn't dare move and hexpit would pass. Then it turned its head and Hann
could see its deep red eyes looking straight at him. Their eyes locked and Hann's heart
started pounding even harder. It howled and more white monsters began howling in
response to the first. Then, ebg-one the others appeared from over the mound. Hann
jumped up and started running for the closest passage. His helmet slipped off when he got
up and it rolled down the mound. Hann started running. The dogs came barking and
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growling, after. Hann cante a hall, the dogs were too fast and were about to tear him to
shreds. Franticly Hann saw a hole in the wall and stuffed himself in it. He scraped his
legs getting into it, but it was better than being eaten. Luckily there were some large
stones he mhed up against the entrance. The Dogs were just outside growling and
barking fiercely. One forced his nuzzle in through the rocks attempting to bite a piece out
of Hanndos | eg. Hi s teeth were showing I|iKk
rocks ad pounded him over the ridge of the nose. Thevelgyhimpering whie
another one clawed trying to get to hirHann threw another stone to not much avail. A
few more attempted to stick their heads in as Hann hit them with rocks. aAftieite
Hann wa wondering if he could keep up his defense, when they gave up. All was quiet.
Hann stayed snugly tucked away in his little hiding space tried to get some sleep in his
uncomfortable position. Several hours later he finally dosed off.

Hann opened his egand the caves where a little lighter now. He wondered if the
Dogs were just waiting outside. The cavity he was in didn't go anywhere, so he had to slip
out sometime. After a whileeclimbed out. Seeing that there were no dogs insight he
ran swiftlywith light steps down the hall and over the mounds of sand, as to keep from
alerting the predators if they happenchance be anywhere around. Hann th@atiha
the distance behind hirhe ran into a new passage where there was no sand. His heart
was ramg but he didn't look back. He ran faster than he ever had before until he finally
felt safe.

Chapter 2

To meet the Master

A room opened into Hann's view and in it was one of the strangest things he had
ever seen. In the center of the room there stood a giant clear octagon. The frame of it
was made of brass colored metal; a lot like most of the armor Hann had seen ietthe oth
caves. Inthe frames of the octagon there stood large glass sheets or some other kind of
clear material. The entire octagon was qu
t hi s?0o Hann thought. He wal k etirsapltao s er .
what looked like a chair on a pedestal.

Hann looked around for some way in and saw a clear door with brass doorposts and
hinges. He reached for the handle and opened it. He walked in and saw the green tile
steps leading up to the black aenh a i r . AThis must be the str
Hann thought.

There on the wall shone a brondaque. Hann walked to it and read itt read
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Saran Tan
Ram du Man
Sameas below

Translation
The Meta Machine
Created by the nine Titans
Amid Kymoore O.
Habnan Saro
F. Coab
Hawlid Daknab R. Japel

Mirgan Weag
Reu Irad Amanar

Hann saw that three names had been scratched out. He turned around and started
up the steps that lead to the tophs pedestal. This place was marvelous. He stared at
the vaulted glass until he got to the chair. He then turned around and sat down. This was
the softest seat he had ever felt and it appeared that he was now sitting in the very center of
this great tpss octagon.

Hann remembered hearing the Magi talk about the nine Titans. This must be a
special place Hann thought. He closed his eyes. Slowly a strange awareness sparked in
the most remote part of his head. It grew and grew like a growing platingats way
through his brain. It was amazing and weird at the same time. Hann liked it but wondered
its source. He began to comprehend the things around him like the chair and his own
body. He somehoknewthe workings of his body through some seggmerception he
had never experienced. The reach of his new sense extended to the pedestal and down the
steps. He sensed the stuffing in the chair and the stone under the tile, as he also sensed his
own blood, muscle and organs. His perception reastdards through no effort on his
own. It seemed like it should take profound effort but it did not. As it branched out and
up and downwards a new level of feeling sprang forth filling his whole body as if with
some flowing force. His perception was abnfilling the entire octagon. Hann saw blue
light and hearing a climax of unearthly sound like a strong wind, his skin began to tingle.
His perception finally reached the glass and brass frame around him. And then, SNAP!

Hann felt as if he were flyig backwards for a moment, he opened his eyes, but he
was still in the glass octagon and everything was calm. "That was strange!” Hann
thought. He arose out of the seat and began walking down the steps. Something was still
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wrong, he felt as light asfaather. Hann also noticed a strange energy around everything
in all different colors. He felt powerful and attempting to use it he raised his hand and said
AOpen! 06 to the door. It flung open and he

Hann comprehendedtha he was weightl ess and fast.
himself;he smiled at this sudden liberation. He left the octagon and the room behind him
and ran faster than any cave creature could follow. In his flight, Hann saw a strange river
of purple energy #iling through the air, curiously he followed it. Soon he saw stone steps
up to a door made of stone. He ran up to it and commanded it to open to reveal more stairs
and another door but the second one was made of met@&alopened this one as welij¢
leadto a similar room with even another door. The next door was made of smooth wood,
but before Hann could marvel at its exquisite nature, it opened with a rod of light that
quickly widened into a passage of brightness. Standing there was a man diagtou
stature and nobility. He was dressed in white robes and had a long grey beard; his
countenance was truly striking. With eyes of stars he said "Come In" which to Hann
sounded like a command. Hann stepped into the bright room.

He had never seen sauch blindingly bright light in all his life. As Hann's eyes
adjusted he saw shelves of books and a table in the center of the room. The ceiling was
painted like the expanse of blue with white clouds swirling around it. "Who are you?"
Hann asked. "lm Amid Kymoore the Life Titan." Hann could hardly believe it! He
was actually talking to a Titan?

"Have a seat please.” The Titan said. And Hann did.
Amid seemed interested in his journeys and Hann was obliged to tell him all about
them, but it seemedaf little consequence to a Titan.
"Aren't you busy being a Titan and all? And | am but a humble servant.”
“"No not at all. It is very important to me, and | am here to hear you."
Amid Kymoore poured some tea and motioned for him to begin and Hann seemed

a a |l oss of words for a moment . The sil en
you were and what are you becoming and wha
Al was a nothing in the deepest reaches of
AA not hinbdowededyypao@ escape?0 Amid was i nt e

Hann to go on.

ASome power reached for me and snatched me

of my life before that point only that | somehow ltasnet 0 my pr esent st at e
Amidcutsonre bread, AHow can you say you were

ANow as for the nothing that | was, no tho

vision, for it is the absence of all these things. It is the utter death of intelligence; the

sepaation of self from reality. Yet | must have existed for | had a body that | knew not of,

and my spirit and mind must also have been somewhere. For as the magi teach all things

that are eternal can neither be made nor u
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AVery astutMowfdiydouydHanaongme to know this?

more intently listening.

AThis reality dawned upon me as a pinpric

me | exist. It was truly scary, for the
Hann boked to see if Amid was still interested, and as if Amid could read his mind
he said,
"Tell me about this dream you had." Hann continued speaking.
"l gradually climbed the ladder of consciousness and came to a point where | had a dream.
| saw a forestull of life. There was a light that shown through green canopy and for the
first time | felt peace with existence. The forest and light again turned to darkness, as |
suppose the Magi with candle in hand passed me again. They wandered the sleeper room
looking for the slightest flinch of the awakened, that they might save a few. | sank back
into my dark place but could never again ignore my existence, nor did | want to. Again |
had a dream burst upon me. The light and forest appeared again toamgygreThis
time | saw a house under a great tree with nine main branches. The door under two of its
massive roots opened and an old lady invited me in."
Amid leaned over and looked more piercing than ever and asked, "Then what
happened?"
"She took men her arms like | was a long lost child and sat me in a chair. Light poured
through a window and onto a table in front of me.
"Is this my hom&" | asked. And she said.
"No, your homes inside you.
"Inside of me?"
"Or in other words your memory is niotst forever, but only for a time as probation. As
youfollow the path of truth you will be guided home by your heart."
"Path of truth?" | inquired again.
"Yes, this place you are in is only one of millions. Worlds go on and on forever, and you
may male it to any one of these places you wish, as long as you fight the current the leads
you to darkness.
ACurrent?0 | asked.
fiYes, there will be a tendency to leave the right path and go further in to the caves. Thisis
inspired by the liar. Itis like aucrant that pulls you and you must fight it. It is
perpetuated by him and his host as well as wagging tongues of the ignorant. Never let
your eyes waver from the goal but always fight this current and your heart will lead you to
the light."
"Teach me mar about the light," | pleaded.
"l would be delighted,” she said.
She went on to tell me many wonderful things, all of whichrinotrecount for |
hold them sacred. Amid was takaimackby ever yt hing Hann had

r e ¢

j ust
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well then, you can hold your sacred things
pompous tone.

About now Hann began to detect Amidodés cl
to restore the true Order of tdpaeahdtyna.ns. 0O
She also explained where | came from, where | was going and why | was on this earth.
She also said the sun was the grand conduit to the higher worlds and that fire was sacred.
She told me the most wonderful things about the outside \wwaddeven showed unto me
flowers and trees in here garden. She told me the planets where filled with darkness and
had negative forces upon the earth. o

Amid in return noticed Hannds perceptio
Hann, she prldbayboluy vdeirdyn énucthe real | yo

AThis is just a small sample of what sh

This irritated Amid but he kept 1t to h

Hann seeing Amidodos withdrawal ndhought h
continued with his story. AnAAfter that the \

This time however | fought to keep the light and was almost in a state of perfect
conciseness the whole time. | tried my hardest to go in the directiomfinarh the light
had come, when suddenly it came alive gain.

My vision focused and | saw two old men standing over me holding a single candle.
The light of the candle was where the sun had been in my vision. They wore orange robes
and lookeddown. | tried to move but could not. A startling fear burst upon me. They
could do anything with me | thought. This lack of ability to move of which | speak made
a blood fear grow deep in my veins. | felt out of control of the situation and wondered if |
would ever be allowed to move again.

One of them spoke. AYou are alive and

Suddenly my fear subsided and | felt at peace with them. | saw through the
wilderness of my own energy and the energy emanating from tleeaard the men. The
other man who had not spoken bent down and picked me up. It was a strange sensation as
he carried me. | felt the ups and downs of every footstep, and finally he let me down on
soft sand.”

Hann looked up to see if Amid was still irksted. He was staring intently. He
nodded his head and said,
"go on."

Hann tried to think how he could sum it up, so Amid wouldn't get bored.
"It took a long time to gain the strength to move. Finally | was able to scoot around on my
belly. In that @ave | met a friendile couldn't hear at all. With some help from the Magi

he finally coul d. o A |l ook of interest on
AWhy do you |l ook at me so intently? |Isnoét
ANot Hatnnal It his is indeed fascinating. Tel
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Hann continued with his story.
fWhenhe could heate could hear so well, he heard the movements of the planets and the
firing of his own nerves. He then told us his nhame. His naaslvo.

Later when the Magi felive wereready they began to teach us. They gave us
robes, candles and paint brushes and explained their uses, including rules associated with
them. They let us rest between each lesson but the bulk of our days whetesment
re-taught the things we needed to know. One of these times we were resting and | had
another dream. This time | was standing in a great field. Clouds soared in the sky above
me and the grass was all around me. When | awoke they taught Dralzma bur
bodies and how to protect and take care of them.

Finally after a while, the Magi left for a time. Dro angéreleft to our own
devices. | was beginning to walk and so using the wall to steady myself | decided to
explore a bit. | came to ague with many beautiful cave formations. It was amazing.

The stalactites and stalagmites were | ike no
returned, | told Dro all about the room | visited. ~When | was finished He told me about a

dream he had with béuskies and green fields.

AFascinatingo Amid interrupted. Al't seems |
AYes, we both had the same dream, and thatés

should find that place. At first he believed it wastja dream but after having a lengthy
conversation | convinced him to come with me on my exploration to find the outside.
A Wat of the Magi? Did they approve such a decision?"

fYes"

fiHow much of this journey do you remember ?50

Al remember esry last moment of it, but | can't recount every little detail, or we would be

here for a very long ti me. |l can tell you

AVery well Hann. o Amid motioned with hi
AAmong o uwe came taaredmshere peoplereywalking around like zombies
and there was an IrdBateblocking our way.

We met a man named Hev who was not as brain dead and who also wanted a way
out, so he joined us. We also met a man named Arhiév told us an awful story about
how further ahead there was soup that would make you become like the rest of the people
here. Dro and | wondered if we had taken it before we could remember. After our
discussion we decided there must be another waydrthne gate.

While we were trying to find the way we met a girl who was sent by the Magi, her
name was Canada and she showed us the way. After a long journey we found the soup
rooms that Hev told us about. Dro nearly lost his mind from hunger. Thesswiled
sweet but because of what Hev told us about the soup seralbur agony. These caves
were much more dangerous and were patrolled by the Master of masters.

The Agents in those parts are the direct disciples of the Overmind himself. We

S
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knew little about the Overmind yet, nor did we know much of his minions who stood
between us and freedom, but we soon became acquainted with their powerset &We
new magus named Elose and his apprentice named Magand Elose showed us the lava
chasm and thguardians who kept it."

Hann thought of the dissension of Dro but decided to just leave that part out.
"We stayed with them for a while until the caves filled up with mist. We went out to find
the cause and learned about an evil machine that prodweadst. We destroyed it using
the items we got from the Dritsa and then turned our attention to crossing the lava chasm.
We finally found a way over it and into the outer lands."

Amid Kymoore's eyes narrowed.
"Didn't Dro rebel against you? And onlyeafthe returned with new knowledge did he
lead you over the lava?" He asked.

Hann was surprised about Amid's knowledge of them.
"Yesthat is right." Hann said, and then he continued.
"We were in the outerim then, and we made our way though many passagesther
ahead we found the frame of light through which Canada communed with me. As we
traveled on | took a small stone flake from the frame which was afterward a seer stone to
me, | never told the others about it though.
"What happened to that? Douwstill have it?" Kymoore asked.
“"No, I left it with Dro and the book. 0
leather binding of the book."

Amid Kymoore's face cracked into a wide smile, and for a moment Hann felt
uncomfortable about whatetad revealed. Then he wiped that thought away
remembering who it was he was talking to. Then Hann went on.

"We also met some rim dwellers who lived in the most ancient passages built by the Anu.
We traveled together for a while and wrote our bookskentually | scouted on and left

the others behind."

"Where did you leave them?" Kymoore asked pointedly.

"At the yellow tower." Hann said innocently.

"Why did you @ it? Leave the others that'is Amid Kymoore asked. Hann stirred in

the seat uncomftably. "Didn't Canada instruct you to never leave the others?"

"Yes." Hann said bowing his head. "It just seemed like they were dragging their feet, it
seemed like they didn't care about finding the outer lands anymore."

"They werelosingfaith. Dro was looking back, and you left them." Kymoore replied.
Hann had never received a sharper rebuke. A feeling of regret and longing for his friends
tore at His heart.

"Do you recognize this?" the Titan asked. Hann peered into his hand to see one of the
magi candleghat looked like Dro's. It was cut in half and sprinkled in blood.

"Yes." Hann said.

He
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"l am very sorry | found the bodies of your friends not a day ago. | buried them myself."

Hann coul dndét believe it . ingintbdhe Sitandhamndls. f r oz en

Tears developed arourges and then he cried outlann took the bloody candle from

Ami dés hand and cried onto it.

"My only true friend in the whole worldre moved on to another dimensio®h Dear Dro

and Amid why oh why di | ever leave you, | would have died in your places." Hann knelt
on the ornate wooden floor, he fblickwards against the wallHis mind apparently

soaking up all the memories Hann and his friends had shared. His world was spinning,
how could he go onow?

"Did you find the book?" Hann asked.

"No, It must have been overlookéd

"Who would do this?o0

Al havendt the slightest.” Atlnere ch tesg mo o r e
agony for a time and Amid looked curiously at Hann no dewgoidering what Hann meant

by 6they moved on to another dimensionbd
"Come now you cané6t stay there forever,
the Titan seemed cold and heartless but Hann was truly so hungry and he knew he could
trust what a Titan would feed him. Maybe it was something to make him feellgtter

how could it ever be better. He thought. Hann stood up, slipping his friends candle in his

own pocket, and went to the table where a sweet aroma of cave lizard came off the tastiest

thing perhaps he had ever seen. Hann could hardly think of fooltke lae as much as he
could.

"Why havenodot you helped us till now?"

"I have my reasons. Besides, how can one grow without opposition?" At the moment

this didnét seem to be an adequate answer

"There is nothing here for you now, there ardnends to go back and show the way to.
So leave the caves forever. | will tell you the way. So when Hann finished eating, He left
following thedirections that the Titan gave him.

Hann journeyed on with his head hanging low. Finally he was hereahend.
All the caves almost behind him, it was a bitter victory. The caves got so much brighter so
fast that Hann kept stopping from time to time in order to adjust to the light.

Hann came to a point where the light was so bright he could semindthrough
his eye lids like one single spot fixed in the redness. Hann reached out to it and all went
dark. He retracted his hand and the light returned. All the light was coming from this
one small hole in the cave wall. He felt it with his haatf Bxpecting to be burned like
the time he touched the frame long ago. It wasn't hot; it felt just like a key hole. It was a
key hole that he could not look at directly but one that he could feel with his fingertips. It
was from the keyhole that allghight was emanating. Hann put his ear up to it and could
hear the wind of the expanse.

but
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"l am so close and yet so far. | can hear the wind, but it is through a locked gate." Hann
fell to the floor and sat there almost totally defeated. His mind maldedthe

conversation that he and the Life Titan had had.

"Why did Amid Kymoore O. smile about the seer stone if he already knew it had been
stolen?" Hann wondered.

"And why did he send me this way if it was just a locked gate?" Hann vcanisece

sat pondering for a while.

Hann heard some unearthly sound coming from through the key hole. He jumped
and when he regained his calm he begdistien. It must have been the wind he thought.
Then it came again even stranger and more melodic tharebelttoo passed and then
abruptly came again.

"Hann! It said.

So much for his calm, Hann's heart started racing. He thought it said his name.
Hann got up and squinted at the key hole. His eyes had adjusted and he could barely look
at it now.

"Hann" It came again.
"Who are you?"

In a much clearer and more distimets nw@ise the voice said.
"I am Dug."

Shivers wenstraightup Hann's spine. Dug was one of the people Dro confessed
to have murdered while in the service of the Overmind.

"Why have pu come to me?" Hann asked.

"I have come to set you free." Dug said. "You are a prisoner here in this false world;
contrived by the Overmind himself. If your will is more powerful than his then walk
through this wall."

Hann summoned up all his desiredawill to be free and stepped forward. Hann
felt himself miraculously slip through the wall as if the rock was made instantly into air.

An intense light burst upon him, and Hann felt hot sand against his feet. He
di dndt dar e o0 p eghtcdmingthreughdis lidswasatreadytblimdngle i
waited for what seemed like a long time. The light subsided a little and some nabre, a
even more until he could open his eyes. Hann saw a very bright bleak world. The sky
was grey and all Hann cousge was an endless expanse of dark sand.

The darkest part of his vision was the towering mountain from which he had just
come. He looked up into the sky and saw nothing but grayness. No stars or clouds just
solid grey. Hann needed to cross this bldeg&ert, So during the night Hann ran and
during the day he walked with his eyes closed. Hann was getting thirsty. His thirst
became severe to the point that he thought he might die. Eventually Hann could see
during the day as well so he ran on. Theuntain he had left from had vanished and all he
could see was a great black expanse in all directions. The desert was black and carried a
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gloom that hovered over the great void. It was bleak and desolate, the sand was desolate,
and bargwith only occasinal black rocks scattered about the sandy wasteland.
AWhere are the forests and fields, mountains
another world? He thought as he looked up at the grey sky void of any stars. Hann was
determined to escape so he keal on. A grey sheet flowed on into what seemed like
forever, like a blanlpieceof grey paper, no story and no memories. Why did everything
go SO wrong? It wasnod6t supposed to happen |
and | were supposed tan together out to our blue skies and green fields. We were
supposed to find our pasts, our homes and live in happiness. We were supposed to have
families; wives and children and teach them truth and become Magi.
This storm of thought was constantigfore Hann
Hann began to hear a voice coming at first as though from inside of his head but he
couldn't understand it. It slowly grew louder and louder until it seemed to come from the
very horizon. Soon it seemed to fill the entire earth aswérespoken from heaven itself.
The voice was unintelligible. It seemed to come like the waves in the ocean beating against
the shore. Hann listened closer and soon he began to understand it.
"It is a lie" the voice said. Hann looked rather puzzled.
"Is this all the outside world is; Bizarreness and Nothingness?" Hann shouted up to the
bleak sky.
"ltis a lie" it said again "The world you are in is a lie!" Hann became evenconfesed
than ever.
"How do | escape then?" Hann half said to himseifnding discouraged.
ALook and see. 0 Hann | ooked up to the hori:
right before him a house made of glass he had not seen a moment before. And the
strongest gust of wind he had ever felt swept past, blowingaands his face. Hann
recoiled and tried to cover his eyes to keep the sand out of them. There was a quiet tension
in the air, Hann began to feel uneasy but regardless he must find out what it was all about.
He walked up to it and grabbing the handletmdoor he walked right in. The floor was
smooth as marble and light came in all of the tall windowshewould nosee back
outside agaiecause the house was made of opaque. gléksre, just ahead of Hann
sitting on a bench in front of a strangesital instrument was no other than the Titan he
had previously met and talked to but this time his robes were black, and his mantle dark.
Hann and Amidés eyes | ocked and the Titan sa
"l's it not rude to walk int cedsOWal®oneds house
"Yes sir but how do | get out of this present tgalvhich is nothing but a dert?" Hann
asked sincerely.
"You don't like my creation? You know of course, there is no way out.” He said with a
slight grin as to mock everything Hann knberhad seen and known. Hann stood there
for a moment looking at Amid.
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"Youbre |ying; |l know there are blue skies
way out of your mountain, if | can get out of there | can get out of here. | will ascend
forever until my course is spent and | am taken home to the truth and to glory."
"No dond6ét be stupid. We are both | ogical
"Youbre not the | ife Titan." Hann ruekpl i ed.
the wrong nerve indeed!
"Out!" He yelled but Hann stood his ground.
"You killed my brother! Hanmshoutecdhis anger was finally overflowing; if you want me
out youol | AmidakKyenoore®rfaciuslol mehe true name seer
H a n fipd quite naturally. From his robes the old man pulled out a gleaming sword. It
resembled the rusty sword Hann had found in the caves psiyjidut in better condition.

Orfaciouspoi nt ed the bl ade directly at Hanno
remember this name well. You will remember in the afterlife that it is I, Amid Kyemoore
Orfacious executed you with your own sword
die for some strange reason. Perhaps it was because Dro was dead and ths eatth wa
worth savoring. As the blade entered his
Il i el o A flash of blue Iight filled the en
rivers of energy He could hear his own heart beat poundinhigiears. Hann was at peace
with his last memories; being run through in defense of his honor gave him peace, Hann
expected to return to his origins when suddenly a soft seat under him that seemed to have
been there the whole time was noticed. Hanallffropened his eyes to the dark cave and
the strange glass octagon. He had just been sitting there the whole time. Instantly upon
arrival back to the real world he felt as weak as ever before. His hunger almost unbearable
and he coul dnAbfear gapped pis hedrtakhe imagd a hard time even moving
his arms.

Thatmust all have been in my mind, Hann thought.
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Chapter 3

The real world

When Hann first came to his senses his first reaction was to check his pocket for
Dr o0 6 s c wasdgdne .Perhapsthe things Hann saw in the glass octagon never
happened in the first place Hann thought. All he felt in the depths of the material was his
own candle and brush. Frustration glassed over.
AThat was all f or n atoseiinigind, maybelDeons stil alieb p e f u |
And | know te outside is not how Orfacipertrayed! | trust that Dug knew what | was
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going through. Now Hann was happy regardless of his bad situation.

Hann struggled just to rise from the seat. Pnogmimself up on his head, and
elbows then staggering down the smooth stone steps with his bare feet, everything seemed
clearer and more colorful even though he was in the shadow of the caves. He opened the
door and rested there in the threshold for &tim

-Orfacius

At that same moment that Hann came out of his trance, somewhere far away in a
remote part of the mountain near the peak, the wrinkled eye of an old man opened and his
pupils dilated in the darkness of his room He sloughed his coverssméand stepped
out of bed and placed his bare feet on the floor. The sudden sound of a popping ankle
portrayed his old body as a rickety mass of bones. The old man arose from his bed and
went to the window. The silverpoon thevalleys and hills coved in aspen trees with
pale moonlight. The trees and fields could be seen stretching off for miles below into the
distance.

His room looked as though it were perched at #ny top of the earth. Orfacius
was parched from thirst, probably from his hglveathing in his sleep. He picked up a
pitcher and poured water into a small cup. When the cup was half full, he raised it up to
his dry lips and took only a sip. Then he threw the cup down to the ground. It burst on the
floor with a shatter.

Al occameli eve that dirty Ilittle notdn ng sl i
my fists on a windy day,rdike watero He stopped storming abot
for a moment. A sadistic smile spread across his fagengais wrinkles ever deper.

ABut wait! Hi s mind couldndét help but won
return. o Ami débs deep eyes stared into spa
AWher e thheawgh, he stopped mid breath

AThe Yell ow tower, 0 he muttered.

-Hann

Hann staggered out of tlkave with the giant octagon. He held the wall to steady
hi msel f. Hannés realization of his weaknes
seemed to be full of energy, and his arms were strong. He looked at his hand. Hann was
disgusted. His whole loly was withered and skinny. Hann needed to rest much more
often these days as he traveled. Soon he came to a shaft. It was cold and wet. Seeing
nowhereelse to go Hann had no other choice but to climb. Slowly he inched his way up
the cliff face; his lbck wedged against the opposite wall, he scraped and bumped his head
as he went.
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At the very top of the shaft Hann slipped into a crack and rested on the cool wet
stone. All was dark and soon Hann was taken away in a dream. There in the blackness
Hannsaw a light. It was Dro looking here and there with his candle clenched in his
forefinger. There was fear in his eyes and he seemed to have been running and searching
for a long time. Dro panted for breath in the cold night air. Hann watched as Dbedlim
across a skinny chasm.
The light revealed a trickle of sweat coming ddwsface. Then silently, out
from a vertical crack in the cave wall came the face of Orfaciuse.
ADL@ok out! o Hann shouted. Dr o otlighttmeed t o f ¢
Over Mindbés blade sl ashed through Drobs cand
of the candle bounced down the thin chasm, and with the light of the candle went the scene.
Drobs footsteps tore downeptrduieg, siumplelsi t e pa

on Drob6s candle holder falling on his face.
Hann heard Orfaci usehims r aislp y rnouthteesri ecdh a sht
candle would be cut, but his death was my |

thinking about what hedd just seen.

After Hann collected himself, he moved on. A few minutes of traveling he came
out on the other side of the stone separation he had squeezed through and traveled on.
Hannbos feet were tender and soraeshegsambe st epp
brighter. The Iight was so intense Hann col
vision adjust. Egry few minutes Hann would haaeseries of sneeze attacks. One such
stop Hann was overcome with exhaustion, and laid his head on andckifted off once
again into his dreams.

When he had fallen asleep, a voice start.l
dream. Rather Hann looked around to get a sense of where he was and saw he was
looking up at clouds, and around him was wdemed to be the very top of the mountain.
As Hann sat up he saw a giant circle engraved on a great granite stone floor. The
engraving included many strange symbols etched in an array within the circle, and an altar
stood in the middle of the engravinglhere kneeling in the center of the circle was th
Master of masters. The ovend stood over him at thedtar.

Hann looked to his side and saw a throne carved in the stone, inlaid with gold, he

also noticed eight wells in a circle, and wondered iwabuld be drawn from them. The

Master spoke, Al found his friends Nog and F
AWel | ?20
A threwt hem back behind the | ava chasm. 0
AGood, I wi || now give you all things you

and grabbed a seemingly lifeless bodynirthe side of the circle that Hann had not yet
noticed until that moment and dropped the body in the circle in front of the master. Hann
noticed that at the side of the circle lay a large object under a black cloth. It was tall and its
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covering flappedn the wind. It seemed like it was a statue, but it was something not yet
revealed so Hann made no assumptions as to what was under it.
Orfaciuse began to speak. "Here after, you shall be a God of wrath, and a prince of
the Ogweam. This rite is desigh® give you power that you may be held in reserve to
fight in that great and | ast rebellion of
Orfaciuse motioned with his hand and a group of helpers came up the path in an
assortment of robes and masks foe@nactment. One of them holding a scroll began to
read the script.
ASo Cain brought his vegetables and grains
| amb. A fire came and consuangtderABébel 6s | am
| aughed. 0O
A helper pretending to be Able mocked another who was dressed like Cain.
You have sacrificed to a God who doesnot
The reader read again.
So Cain went into the woods to weep, and
Another helper dressed like Satan spoke.
Ad@in be not fooled by your fatherdés false
enough to dwell in a man's heart, he is truth not trickery. | am the son of God so worship
me . O
AWho is he?0
AHe i s the one who has tmethgNasterai¢hisadrld. Ift hi ng:
you worship me | will not deceive you the way your father was, tellingagout some
phantom in the easf space that no one can see. For behold is Adam not your father? If
you serve me | will give you powers and make yny son. And | will make you rich, and
you shall have power over men to do as you will unto them
AGood, now go and purchase some wool from
and cover your nakedness. Then | will give you the secret priesthoatisap o wer s . 0
Hann saw that Cain did, and he returned the next day.
AGood, you have done well; now swear to me
by your head that you wil/ never tell the
Repeatig after the actor the initiate did swear as Hann watched him, and learned all the
magic spells and passwords of Satan.
ANow you are the holder of the first secre
The first Helper read aloud again to narrate.
AThe next day Cai ndthedosk opAba passedghatipartsvhichCainl d ar
had ploughed in the ground, and it sorely grieved him. And he went to Abel to confront
him. What is it between me and thee that thou sendest thy flock unto my crops to feed and
t hou gi vest mAbelaswered sayng,o And
AWhat is it that thou hast between thee anc

ot

ot
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and wear their wool to cover your skin? If this greaves you, then put off the wool of my
sheep with which thou hast c¢clothed thyself.o
A T h @ain was angry and hastened and rose up, and took the iron part of his plow share
and smote Abel, and Abel died. o

Hann | ooked at the initiate who smirked
hel per bearing a sword c amuaokthedlade froenofitbest er 6 s
pillow being held by the servant.
AThis blade has been made from a plowshare a

He went on Athis is a nothing. We need yet
oneyetmmnyh e Bul baal daulledadckfrof hi§ rabe pooket and placed it
in the circle. AThrough blood take power i1

fearful as he guides you.

All will hate you and you shall be a stranger and wanderer iaara. Soul and
body shall be inseparably connected with the stone that | placed before you, one through all
generations lest your blood also be spilt, by the severing off of your head, and the casting of
your Titan stone into the salty depths of the s&therwise immortal, even if your body is
destroyed you shall live on in your stone, ever to corrupt the children of men.

When Hann saw this, he realized that he was seeing a perversion of what the Magi
had taught him, and began to fear greatly. fiteecontinued.
AMaster of mastAndlsmadeath«sgn.t Now dosgou@wear by your
hand and head that you will fight the sons of Seth as you are now a son of Cain, and will
ever strive to dethrone Adam, as he has rejected us, and swear fmght for the

Kingdom of Satan wuntil at |l ast the evil one
AYes. O
AThen Take this sacrifice, and sl ay him acco

Then the Master of masters muttered something the likekiohwarried a gloomy
and foul chill that was unintelligible, and quickly sacrificed the boy, blood filled the cracks
in the stone floor. Hann buried his face in his hands but nothing could stop the reality of
the vision. Then, the Master of masterslgtta bloody scream! Hann looked up only to
see the master clawing at his own face blood dripping through his fingers.

Finally the Master of masters fell to the ground as though he were dead. Orfaciuse
walked to him and lifted him in his arms and pl¢@m in a coffin in front of the altar.
The Over Mind then scooped up some of the bo
poured it into the mastnasotsdacedodwipddthe bloddhen he
on his finger on thlownward hornefthealta , t he rest of the boyds
little gutters and off the side of the mountain.

Orfaciusalso picked up the small round rock which somehow now emanated a pale
light and placed it in the hand of the scarred man at the altar.

A F ehath born you! Sorry | forgot to tell you the effects of giving you what you
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wanted but hate you faceless, namelessa st | ess . 0 Suddenly the

and a sinister smile spread across his face squeezing blood from his new desecrated face.
His eyes looked up from under his long greasy hair. Hann looked up also to see

what he was looking at, there freshly appearing out of the clouds was the single light of

Mars shining in the night sky. fhéed am t he
aloud.

Then Orfaciuse began to talk again.
ABehold now the Father of the abyss will be

under the black cloth, and as the helpers prepared to reveal the object, Hann felt just a little
uneasy about whe was about to see. The black cloth fell and Hann saw a grotesque
bird idol made of stone. The fowl had its head backwards to its body and bright Onyx
stones wear fastenedits eye sockets.
AThis i s the God of t helightrThuseesadthedr@er k nes s,
meaning of life. There is no good or evil, just power and the cunning to gain it. Right
and wrong was an illusion of the Angels to keep us in bondage. Now swear by crossing
your heart that you will never divulgethe murder§ your br et hren in th
After nameless did this the helpers came and clothed him in robes with a square hat
and gave him a red sash.
AThe Hat is a symbol of the square earth a:
hat of the fouwinds. The cut string coming from its center is a symbol of its umbilical
cord, and the string of energy attaching your spirit to your body which is now severed for
you. They all began chanted an incantation.
Hann began to shout at them to see if theyctbearhim, but they could not. He
had had about enough of this horrible seen of evil. Then he heard a voice.

AThe slain |ive on in the spirit but those
l'ive i n corruption. sartingtdgroan, coul d hear f ace
AAmM | my br ot her 06 svhekemghpother." Faceledsoellédt know

AThen whiyr otshhlgysodud crying up from the grounc
Al have died and the boy | ives onmg? Il hate
irregularly.

AYour former stewardship is turned backwar

The helper representing the devil suddenly yelled looking around in confusion,
looking for the source of the voice.
AYou are wrong f oritinlthe sohgeegation sf the roithyandee n and
elevated above the stars. Then all your supporters will be cast out and my sons the severed
branches shal/l be saved! o Then a helper ¢
hand on the book and withd other switched the severed string from one side of his hat to
the other.

One of the agents suddenly ran over and grabbing the stone started to run away with
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it.
Agive it to me. o Namel ess yell ed. Hann waj
and then changed his mind. The helper started running faster. He flew with all speed
back into the caverns attempting to escape with the stone. Nameless saiber fam.
Hanndés vision followed them as he chased hin
caught him by the back of his shirt and pulled him to the ground.
They struggled for a momerdg aameless grabbed his throat. Several violent jerks
and the hgder was dead. Faceless removed the mask to see what he had done. Nameless
stared into the lifeless face. Faceless and nameless started to sob. "My brother," he
cried.

He pulled the stone from his brotherds st
stone more. Hann could see the delight and lust in his eyes. Then suddenly that look
turned to something that | ooked kind of [|ike

Pastl ess. o

Hann opened his eyes with a feeling of disgust at the pit of hisstomHe
coul dnét seem to wipe t he droughatmendrroonmm hi s mi n
passage. This place opened up into a much baygbnore rugged place. The caves
became so bright so fast that Hann felt on with his eyes tightly shut andgieibit got
the more exited Hann became.

He coul dndot be far now! Hann crawled on
hands and knees on the stone. The vision w;
through this passage of light. Hann stegand let his eyes slowly dilate beyond what He
had ever asked of them. This took about a day or so to make out the shadows hiding in the
shining whiteness.

This hurt badly but Hannds excitement was
shadows soon grew dkr until Hann could see the cave around him save one hole in the
wall wear a blinding pale blue light shone through. Hann climbed over the shadows and
rocks to the opening and | ooked through. S
andHannfdl it on his cheek. l't was so bright tl
was looking at.

Then it unfolded like a progressing symphony. Hann saw not a cave but a
stretched out horizon, a slope disappearing into forests reflecting blue dightte bright
sky. The part of the sky Hann could see was filled with lights stretching out into forever.
Hannbs eyes drank in the beauty and could no
the wind wrapped its arms around him.

The very sound of thexpanse testified to the reality of the moment. Hann slowly
made his way out of the opening into the open air. Hann immediately felt powerful as he
stood in the midst of the real world and he felt his robe flowing in the open air around him.

These mushe the stars and the really bright spot must be the moon Hann thought.
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| better get as far as | can before the sun gets here. So Hann started making his way down
the slope.

Chapter 4

From Pufurvenhurbum to Kymoore

Hann came down the mountain and approached one of the magnificent trees he had
heard so much about. He could hear the rustling of thousands of the little leafs, and felt
the rough skin of the tree and gazed up at the towering branches. It looked $ic arajes
alive. Hann took a seat underneath it and closed his eyes covering them with his hands as
day seemed to be approaching.

Hann could hear many high chirping soun.
sure what. A soft breeze made a melody thinaihg woods and Hann admired the
singularity of just where he was. The place he had always dreamed of, the outside.

Hann again felt the breeze blow against him. He thought back to the teawhings
the Magi and rituals of theridsa. Hann could still alost hear Morgan's voice.

"The force of the air, or the wind, is from the four parts of the spherical earth. And they
have names and homelands."

Hann thought upon the concept of homelands. Ironically enough his home's name
was the same as the Overmindiddie name. The Magi had told him he was from the
land of Kymoore.

Hann took his hands off his eyes and arose. His sight filled with bright red light
from his lids, his hands stretched out before him, and started stepping in the direction the
wind seemd to be pushing him. Hann could see the light and shadow flickering as he
walked through the woods. Hann stepped carefully as the ground was uneven in places.
He felt the grass tickling his legs. Hann smiled, he had never even touched a plant before,
but now he was in a world of them.

Hann broke a branch with his leg protruding from somewhere. He felt ahead and
his hands came upon a dry prostrate tree. As Hann touched the log a question arose in his
mind. "Do trees die?" He wondered.

Hann walkedall day with his eyes shut and only stumbled a few times, as he
walked the land slowly dropped in elevation. The night finally came and when it was dark
enough Hann opened his eyes.

The world came flooding into his view and he saw trees and bushesvadHe
standing on the edge of a grassy field. Hann ran through it and lay in it, it was one of the
most fun things he had ever done.

Al wish Dro could see this!o Hann | ooked
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pinnacle sticking out ofther e e s . il dondt believe Dro is
said back at the tower as if to Orfaciuse himself.
"“lTcam@t | eve | | ef t him in that awf ul mount ain

go on now." Hann looked away from the towerimycano and ran through the woods in

the way he had been traveling. Hann was getting hungry, he looked around and there
under a tree he saw a big orange mushroom.
A bad feeling stopped him, he had never senrange mushroom so he thought better of

it.

Hann was so hungry he felt like he might die. He staggered on looking for
anything that might be edible. He climbed around several large rocks half in the ground.
There under the tall strait trees with nkesdnstead of leaves were several wholesome
looking mushrooms.

He raced toward them. They were brownish on top and white everywhere else.

As Hann feasted on them the horizon grew brighter and the moon peaked over the distant
mountains. Hann could loakrectly at it now. It was marvelous and bright, he
examined the mountains and spots on its surface. He wondered if anyone lived there.

Hann walked on through a part of the woods made of pine. He was growing very
thirsty. Tonight there were many moteasige noises, but Hann had no idea what they
were nor did they concern him much. Hann saw a lot on the ground, sticks, stones, and
logs here and there. the shadows of the moon stretched through the woods. Hann found
a soft place under a pin, but Hamuhd it much to prickly. So he went to a much brighter
place under an aspen.

Hann fell asleep but was awoken by the increasing light. He sat up, the moon was
gone but the whole sky was becoming bluer. He was determined to keep his eyes open as
long ashumanly possible so He traveled on in the early morning. Hann came to the top of
a hill and looked out over the vast valley that was the biggest thing he had ever seen.

Below him in the near meadow Hann saw a herd of strange animals. He hid
behindthe ock he had been standing on his heart
dangerous?o0 Hann wondered.

Hann came out from his hiding spot and walked closer as they all ran away. "They
are scared of me" Hann realized. Things were getting much brighteraedolorful.

The fields where becoming golden and the trees more green, the sky was also becoming
bright and Hann supposed the sun was about to rise.

Hann walked on trying to keep his eyes open. The forest opened up into a giant
meadow that rolled oand on, a light of wonder filled his eyes as he saw his blue skies and
green fields and they wear bigger and more beaukiémihe had ever imagined! He
looked back at Pufurvenhurbum; it still loomed over the land and dwarfed the surrounding
mountains.

Hann turned around and walked through the field. Then a line of brightness
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appeared on the hills moving its way across the field toward Him, and to his astonishment
he could look at it without all that much difficulty. Then it came over him and he sduint

to see and occasionally sneezed bubliedit. Hann slowly adapted and walked for

several hours.

He hadnét seen any water since he | eft
faint. Hann walked and came to a pladeerethe grass stopped and th@gnd became
strangely dark. He took a step into it and his foot sunk and slid a little in the soft wet
ground. Itwas mud. Hann looked up, there was a plain of mud that went on for miles
and miles. Hann had never seen so far and wondered what daisggtenomenon.

Hann walked through the muddy dried lake bed for several miles, sometimes seeing
the skeletons of fish. The mud came up and stutdefween his toes. The ground was
so sticky at places it was hard to walk. Other places the grourdtieddenough to walk
on top. Hann came to a place where a large pond still lay. He scooped up some in his
hand and drank. Pure sweet water went down his throat. Hann looked up across the calm
water,and therdrank again.

Hann just lay there for a timdrank again and then arose.

He saw something wiggling around in the water, Hann slowly reaahedhen
snatched it out of the water. It was a salamander. This water lizard was green and had
eyes unlike the blind white ones in the caves. Hann killadd put it in his pocket for
later.

This Pond was quite enormous and went on for miles. Hann began his journey
around it. He came to a jungle of tall reeds but Hann just made his way through it.

Finally the elevation rose, the reeds stopped anah tghnormal dry dirt.

Hanntés feet and ankles wear covered in
bed with a little trickle. He ran to it excitedly, he had never seen a stream save
subterranean ones. Hann washed his feet off and continued ongs Were still bright
but Hann was now almost totally accustomed to the light of day.

The sun started getting in Hannds eyes
as it was with its course. So Hann shielded his eyes with his arm and focused on th
ground as he walked.

He watched as numerous rocks and shrubs past before his gaze. He occasionally
would spot a bug he had never seen before but his determination to get to where ever he
was going drove him on.

The light seemed to become progressialgled until the very rocks seemed to be
facing the horizon as though they were watching a new day leave. The light subsided and
Hann looked up only to see the most amazing thing. The whole sky looked as though it
were on fire with the red glare of teetting sun. Soon the sky turned dark blue and the
stars began to appear.

So far the stars were Hanndés favorite

t
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them because they raised the most questions and if you knew Hann you would understand
this was mherently harmonious with his very soul. Questions filled his mind, how vast is
the upper world? He wondered. "Surely it goes on forever," he told himself.

Then Hann remembered something told him i
forever . o

Hann waked until he could see millions of stars. Surprisingly he had got so used
to daylight that the night became allusive. Hann pulled his candle out and touched the
wick but nothing happened. Hann looked puzzled beyond belief. He tried to light it
again lut nothing happened.

Frustrated he tried again, still nothing. Then he saw it, the faintest clear energy
around the string. "l guess the energy is not bright enough to see out here." Hann
thought

Hann put the candle safely back in his pocket and wein the darkness. He
found a boulder with a low overhang and dozed off to sleep under it. Hann awoke
suddenly to the cry of some far off animal. The moon was high in the sky and Hann
feeling hungry, ate the salamander and went back to sleep. rigtiddann dreamed of
the caves and being with Dro and the othbeu it was just a dream

When he awoke he was brought back to the exciting reality of the outside. Still
something lingered back in the caves, probably the association of his frietaas rolled
over to see a beautiful little purple flower. He stared at it for a time then arose. "Well the
reality is that this is loads more interestthgnOrfaciu® s ver si on of the out
thought. Hann wanted to get as far as he could todhgxgriore as much as possible.

He also wanted to find Kymoore and learn what he could about the real world dwellers,
also about his past if possible.

Hann started running, the sun had already risen and he wanted to make good time to

seealltheworldidh t o of f er . A warm breeze came acro
before him in the distance. They didndt sece
the hills didndédt seem to be getting any <cl os

Hann was starving for food again, Al have

thought. Hann came across the path of the stream again, so he sat down and looked to see
if anything were alive in it, just then he looked up on the opposite hill tolgde &urry
animal. Hann reached to his side and picked up a small rock.
He slowly arose and watched it for a moment, their eyes metayetidbcked.
Hann suddenly higd the stone as fast as he could toward the little critfdre stone
landed nekto it. The creature went scurrying over the hill. Hann chased it only to get to
the top of the hildl and see nothing. AThat
ani mal . o0 Hann realized.
He walked back to the stream and looked in itfovhile then started walking
along the stream. Hann smiled at the sound of the trickling water. He could look at the
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day light sky now and wondered what the clouds wear made of. They must be really big
Hann thought. He looked down from the sky and saw thatillsdhad gotten a lot closer.

Excitedly he ran and ran until he had to sit on a rock to catch his breath and rub his
chest. The sun was on its way back down the other side of the sky now and the shadows
were again appearing. Hann was now at the famtyof the hills, he looked back at the
dark mountain, it was much smaller yet it still was so big it seemed to watch over the whole
land.

As Hann climbed the hill the trees began to become taller and taller again. The sun
disappeared as Hann was ie ghadow of the hills, sometimes it was so steep He used his
hands to climb. He came over the summit in time to see the last purple of the sunset. He
was now in a dense forest, so Hann found a comfortable place and fell asleep.

He woke up in the nigtggain to what sounded like the howling of a dog, Hann
looked up to see the moon but there was something different, the moon had gotten smaller.
Hann wasconfusegdwas part of it gone? Hann stared at it for a tiamel, therfell asleep
again.

Hann drearnthat he looked toward Pufurvenhurbum and his vision zoomed up
uponit. It became strangely clear so Hann could see all the people in that mountain, some
gathered in congregations and others wandering alone. All the people save a few were
slowly movingin word and in the center they moved no more but became silent, still and
dead.

Hann awoke, the sky was light but the sun was not quite raised. He got up
stretched and started walking. He came to a very old and wise looking tree. Its roots
were knurlel all over the ground like huge veins and the trunk was wide and strong with
branches covering the area with a green canopy. Hann found a vine going up the side so
he decided he would try and climb it.

Hann had never climbed one but he feltthetreewodld mi nd so he st:
wish Dro could be here Hann thought. Hann could feel the energy of the tree as he
climbed it. It was more difficult than Hann thought it would be but finally he inched his
way to where he could grab and climb up the tall brasch

When Hann came to the furthest he could go he looked around and could only see
forest in all directions save the dark mountain sticking out of the foliage. He climbed back
down finding the last part the maftficult; he then walked away from the tree and the
rising sun. Hann stepped out into a | ong
in two long lines.

Hann was tempted to follow it but did not. He continued over it and back into the
woods on the otheside. Hann walked into the late evening and then finding a little stream
he went to sleep. Hann dreamt about walking through endless caves looking for
somet hing but he couldndt remember what.
as the sun sherthrough the leaves of the forest.
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Birds were chirping and the sound of the stream filled the woods. Hann almost
di dndédt r emember wh eancthetherenvemtered. orhis imamarmgne nt |,
He thought, "the forest so green the leaves so claah,ssplace | have never before seen.”

Hann walked a ways and then he saw a place that looked strangely familiar. He
walked further and there it was a house built under the magnificent roots of a giant tree. A
stone path led up to the wooden door aimés almost totally covered the front window.

It all | ooked strangely overgrown but this w
him to go on this life altering quest.
It was where he met the old I ady that tol

meet her again! He ran forward and reached for the brass door knob.
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Chapter 5

A stranger and foreigner

Han gripped the handle and pulled the door open with a rusty creaking sound. The
little wooden cottage was filled with cobwebs and lightr&dimly through the tainted
wi ndows that were wavy with age. Han wal k
last time he was here! His vepotstepdeft prints in the dust. There was the little bed in
the corner and the table with two chairdn onion plant had grown out of one of the
shelves and the broom lay in the corner that had become the home of several spiders.
Han sat down on one of the chairs to soak up the reality of the situation. Was she
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really gone he waswdydaseedher. Surfely | am astrermeahe | t h
earth with no home nor anywhdreo g o . placed dtaredron his heart and thought;
will probably neversee her again.The sun light moved acro#ise floor as He sat there.

Suddenly he heard a bell; Hemoked up to see a clock dime shelf over the fire
place, arved with flowers, an all seeing eye and a man holding a candle. On the base read
an inscription, itsaidi Ti me i s never stopping! Each seco
Each second is second closer to meeting Gbdd He stared at it for a moment, and
realizing she must have gone across iver of deathteatss came to his eye

Han arose after a while to clean the house. He lovingly caught each spider and

let them out in the yard. He took the broom and swept the dust out the door, and cleared
away the cob weds. Hann pulled the Onion plant out of the shelf and put it ifoa pot
latter. He found a tight wooden basin for washing and went to the stream to fill it up.

As Han approached the water he saw a deer drinking. He didn't want to scar this
one so he just watched it. "What an amazing creature!" He thought. The tamathal
looked upand thersoftly trotted away. Han proceeded to get water and walk back to the
house.

He took the bedding off the bed and began washing it. He found some soap on one
of the shelves, the only reason he knew what it was because Elosertead kle finally
took it out of the water and rung it out best he could. Then he took it outside to dry.
There was a rope tied between two trees for the purpose of hanging cloths, so he put the
blanket and sheet up.

Han went back inside to look for sorfuwd. He found a knife and cut a piece of
the onion off, and began to eat it. It didn't taste quit like Han expected! It was kind of hot
and spicy, but Han ate it anyway. It made is belly grumble so he looked for some more
food tooffsetit. He foundsome old bread but it was hard as a rock. So He went outside
and gathered some greens from around the forest. The garden was overgrown with milk
weed, but Han found some stuff around he thought might be good. He also found an apple
tree in the back yard Han had never even seen an apple but they looked good to him. He
went back in and ate what he had found.

The sun was going down through the trees and evening was fast coming. Han saw
a few books on the mantel peace. He touched them with his fingerraad the titles.
"History of Kymoore" Hann got reallgxcitedat the name of this one. It was the land he
was from, was he in the land already? Hedeyed. "The Book of the MagHann also
looked at this oneniinterest. "Book of EnthnaEnthnarwas the name of the immortal
king he heard tales about. Hmnedthe pages of each book but the light was soon fading.

Han walked out and felt the bedding but it was still damp. So he went back in.
Han lay on the bed thinking about the old lady anénethis adventures had taken him,
than he remembered her words.
"You may make it to anyone of these places you wish, as long as you fight the current that
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leads you to darkness.” He had truly wished to make it here and he had. He had fought
the darkneswith all his heart and he was now here under the tree of nine branches. What
other places do | wish to go? Han wondered. With that thought he drifted off to sleep.

Han walked out into the bright morning sun. He took the bedding off the line and
putitin its place. Hehenate an apple for breakfastThebirds were chirping and singing
sweetly and the light shone through bright green leaves. This was heaven save the lack of
association. Han looked waste again and his feet itched for exploration.

Han looked back at the house he had leseditherdecided he must leave and find
his past and future. | can come back if | need to he thought.

He apparently figured he better keep walking west because that is what he did. It
wasnot a miarireowhat lboked kike asmall octagonal Meta machine covered
in vines made of glass like the one in the mountain. Han was weary of it at first, but then
tried to open the door only to find it was locked. He wiped one of the windows with his
hand and eered inside, surely enough there was an armchair on a pedestal.

Han kept on his journey until he came to an open field where there were hundreds
of tall plants all in organized rows. On the other side he came to a walking path and
decided to take it. There ahead was a woman walking in the opposite direction with a
donkey at her side. She was wearing a blue dress and had her head and face covered. She
stopped suddenly as she noticed him, a look of surprise in her eyes. Han was already
nervous as thiwas the first person he had seen out in the real world.

The women suddenly said fAHan?0©o Han too
AYou know me? Who are you?bo
ADondt you recognize my voice?0 She asked.
Canada.
ACanadcadcalal i n amazement . Excitement fild]l
little as a feeling of guilt swept over hi
Canada please forgive me. o0 Han said as he
lift him from the dust.
AAl I i s f emiledijHandookedup iBth the very eyes of mercy.
AWhere is the old Il ady in the house under
AShe has passed the way and joinedkeithe wor
in time.o Then feeling faint Han became d
hours past, the voice of Canada rang out sounding somehow distant
AHan are you alright??59 Al'l was bl ack. H e
Canadainthe aves saying fiHan remember no matter
something really bad wil/l happen. Han don
memories filled Hands sl eep. Bl urry | ight

focused to se the face of Canada smiling down at him in the candle light.
This was the first time He had seen her face since the caves. Her hair looked blue
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in the caves but now Han noticed it was a reallk d@own and her eyes also, but her skin
was fair and bautiful. The sun had gone down and Canada had brought Han back to her

fatherdéds house. Han marveled at the new f i
AAre you awake Han?0 he said. Han | ooked it
back at him. Hn looked into his eyes

AYu are Canadads father?o0 Morgan gave a | i
AYou must eat Hano he said as he began to sp
AWhere are we?0 Han asked between mouthful s.
AThe city of Tr MizopéakwKymbereapi MakFgah ®thedl
AOh good, |l made it to where the wind sent n

window by his bed. He saw gardens and a wall but beyond it were many buildings. Han
stared at them absolutely fascinated he hadrrsmen anthing quite like it.

Canada sat down on the side of the bed an
looked out the window also.

Al have swtpilelvemgdshewg with the groupod Han seé
contemplativeCanada turned to him and said
Alt will all/l be okay. o

Han arose from the bed no longer feeling tired.
"Canada? He asked. "l know | could not haledt the others at the time of the window
but why couldn't they have seen the window like | did? And why couldn't we all have
gone thraigh it?"

Canada looked lovingly yet sad at Han and said.
"They didn't have the faith you did. They couldn't have seenit. And even if they could,
they would have rejected it and the outside and went back into the caves."

This made Han sad to, he someHawew she spoke the truth. Han began to pace
thinking how he might save his friends. Morgan came and put his hand on his shoulder

stopping him.

AHano Morgan said "there is nothing we can d
to attend to. We mst give you new robes since you have escaped into a new life in the

real wor |l d. Come with me. 0 Han foll owed h
|l eft the room. AGo in this room and wash vy
putonthesemd er gar ment s. 0O Han took them; they we

had ever felt.
AThey are for wearing under your other <cl oth
wasaskedhe got in the warm bath only he had never washed himselebefde soon got
the idea though and the water turned dark brown from years of dirt and mud. When he
was finished he felt unbelievably better. He then put on the garments and soon came back
out in the hall wearing them.
Then they both went into a rogpainted purple. There was a table in the center
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covered in many strange objects. Morgan placed his old sackcloth robes on the floor and

said AThis iIis the grave from which you hayv
come to the room of creatonwh at col or iis your worl d?06 Mor
AGreen?o0 Han said.

AGreen cannot be your color for i1t is the
AOh, purple then.o Han replied.

Alt is good. o0 Morgan said. Mohregna ns aai sdk efidt hhi
represents the world of your mind, o

AThe world of my mind?09o

AYes, the place in the Meta that is just vy
Morgan then presented him with beautiful orange silk robes, sandals and a green turban.
"That great white desert in the evil Met a
Han contemplated to himself,

AHan do you wish to | earn more truth?0o Mo
AYes! o

AVery well, | et us begin.o Huathne mystedes ®lo r g a n

God and when Han lay his head to his pillow he had many things to think about. Han had
asked Morgan about his past but Morgan cou
his sir name was Sal ah, Drdo N gwas wWisl ,J abknmais
didndot know about Hev though.

Han thought of all these things as he drifted off to sleep. Han awoke to a servant of
the house bringing him breakfast. Han ate and went to sit in the garden. In a few minutes
Morgan came in the gafrom the city. Han arose and asked Morgan to teach him more.

ACome with me, o0 he said. Morgan showed Ha
wooden pallets. Han had never seen so0 man
youwishtousethmlet a machine in the woods here is

wooden box on the table inside of which was a metal key.

AMorgan how wil | | find the place again, f
Al't i s simple enough, loventhes roaduntiayourn@netothe Y o u

tower and then turn south and you will com
AOkay. o

ALunch wil | be ready in only a few hours.

started educating himself. One scroll especially caught his eye. The ribbon around it
was red and saitthe history of the voyage and the sixteen stortéde.untied it, unolled it
and started reading.

In the days of the sun tower our fathers traveled into the wilderness that had never
before been seen by man, that God would not confuse their language. And it happened
that our fathers came to the first body of water and they passed over on ships.
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Theyafterward came to another body of water and by this water was a great
mountain from which God spoke to his people and gave our fathers the sixteen stones to be
a medium of light. Then as they arrived in the lanohaf n fibsss habitation Kymoore
being inthe north part between the ice lands and the place of civilization, they placed the
stones into a vessel in the Temple.

And it happened that in three generations there were fifteen princes including the
kingbébs two brothers andhey walld Heéeleoved mephe
our inheritances. 0 And it happened that whe
them became jealous and could not withstand them.

There was also a crazy man in the land and he sought out the eight men who had
fallen under temptation and he taught them the old ways of darkness, and the eight who
were faithful became wise men in the land and fought with the other eight having power
from God.

Many years past and there was a king named Ethen named after theairfroan
the city of light that was named Enthnar. And it happened that Ethen was wicked in his
days and his son Morom was also wicked and Morom had a brother who was disowned by
his father and was named Orfaciuse. When Orfaciuse saw that the kingdamb&as
given to his brother he was very angry and took his secret band of men over the inland sea
into the dark mountain.

Now it was in those days that the kings wear coroneted on the very top of the same
mountain making their way through the caves twvprtheir nobility and courage. Thus
Orfaciuse thought to stop his brother from being king. But Morom knowing his brother
had a trap for him was afraid to go into the mountain and instead resolved in making a
siege against all who were in it.

In thosedays many were superstitious of Orfaciuse and said he was a powerful
sorcerer. Now the time of the battle grew close at hand and Orfaciuse looked down from
the top of his mountain in malice. What can | do to shake Kymoore forever? What can |
do to lenghen the shadows and bring famine in the land of the north? Then the power of
the mountain came into him and he saw with a

Kymoore was a shipping country, trading goods with the south west east and its
own people in thearth by way of the shipping lanes through the sea. He also saw that all
of the farms and gardens that made Tr Mizream and all the cities round about so lush was
canals, levees and channels from the same pure sea because this giant body of water was
not sdty like the outer oceans.

He saw it with his eye that could now see for hundreds of miles through land and
water. There was a place in the north that had a deep valley below the level of the sea and
only a thin hill blocked the water from flowing freehrough the valleys into the outer
ocean draining the great lake. And it happened that Marom waged war against the
mountain on the 36th day of Gabat where Orfaciuse and his followers had fled.
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As they got into their war ships and transports the saafwil of moreghana
thousand sails like clouds in the sky. Just then the entire lake as far as the eye could see
began to lower rapidly. Tumultuous currents flowed to the north and some of the ships
could not fight the tide. Other ships were beadhdtie harbor and on emerging islands.

In only one day a great bridge of land went all the way from Tr Mizream to the foot

of the mountain. Mor om6s men cowered bene
the men were gathered in arms and marchiwgrdand to Pufurvenhurbum. Then seeing
Orfaciusebds Ilittle army run back into the

courage and chased them into the mountains mouth which soon closed with the army still
inside. Thus we see Orfaciuse captuteglarmy of Marom in the mount and now our
young men are surely not.

Han soaked up everything the scroll had to aay, therfeeling hungry he went
down to lunch. Lunch was fresh hot bread with butter and soup. Afterward he took the
map and key and Weed the several miles to the Meta machine. Han walked past the
stone tower and back through the woods only this time in majestic robes. The light shone
throughthe trees and Han enjoyed the outside ntimaieever. He came to the overgrown
brass door ten reaching in his pocket he pulled out the key and slid it into the lock. Han
heard the bolt switch and pushed it open.
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Chapter 6

The Meta machine

Han stepped into the octagon. The vines covering the outside made a dark green
glow that filled theeoom. There where brown leafs scattered on the floor and it looked as
though the room had been waiting ages untouched by man. Han stepped up onto the
pedestal and looked at the old empty arm chair. He had a seat and looked up at the canopy
of glass andiines through which green sun beams shone.

Somehow this machine felt good and wholesome in comparison with the last one he
had encountered. There were no names anywhere giving credit to the creators of it. Han
closed his eyes. Hound myself in a pyle room whose walls never seemed to stop
flowing looking out a window of light at numerous galaxies. | turned around to see a man
at a desk with a long thin face twirling a p
organize your world thatitale s not go to waste?0 he asked.
he told me to step through the window.

So | stepped into the space and suddenly found myself far from the room. | looked
around; all was blank and unorganized. All kinds of elements weréfijcatound me in
dark clouds that went on and on for hundreds of thousands of miles. | said let there be
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glory and there was. The glory seemed to fill the creation and | heard a soft distant song
sung by the very materials around me.

Then | ¢éeareé bDeewn Tenter of concentrated
said ALet there be a |l ayer of molten rock
may be a world of caves below the surface. ¢
| felt powe f u | and | saw that my world was very
separate the cave world from the outside save one passage that will be in the largest
mountain | est any man get |l ost in it.o

And | called the underworld Magalaya and the top world called | Atara. And |
took some of the rock floating in space and made satellites to orbit the world, | also made a
sun. | then saw that the element water covered the whole of my world, so | theiaed
and made an atmosphere and | also made the continents appear on the face of Atara and
the lakes appear in the bowels of Magalaya.

| stood on the tallest mountain which | had made and looked out across the plains

of waterand land. Thenlopenedth® r t al wi t h my hammer and a
you want ?0 And | said Al want plants aninm
and fish in the deep. o Then he d#Hani d A Come

found himself in a strange plafited with life. There were strange bugs and flying
jellyfish around him in the woods.

Han followed a small cobblestone path on the edge of which were benches and
flowers. There was a yellow house with a large front window and smoke coming from the
chimney. A one step porch and a flower bed lay in the front. Han walked up to it and
steppé up onto the porch, knocked on the wooden door and waited.

A tall man with a blue robe a long white beard and a pair of reading spectacles
opened the door. Han immediately recognized him it was Trivanian a magi from the
caves.

Trivanian smiled downtahim and invited him in. He gestured for Han to sit with
him in the living room. His chairs wear nice red cushioned chairs with carved and
finished wooden arm rests. There were tapestries hanging from the walls and an ornately
designed carpet on thedr.

AiSo Han, you finally made your way out of
pleasantly.

AOh yeah | did. o Trivanian pointed at the
ATrivanian | was wonder i nrg nhyowotrol dg.edt pl an
AOh wonderful! We | | you came to just the

Trivanian arose and motioned for Han to do
opened the front door, briskly skipping down the steps and into the sunlidgn

followed trying to keep up. The two of them walked down a long dirt road passing many
houses hidden in the trees.
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AHan do you understand the origin and final
ANo | dondét think so sir.o Han replied.
AWel | t Isteell yow eSeerunderstanding them is to understand all things including

yourself. Let me explain. There are three parts to you, The Mind, Spirit and Body. The
mind must always come first, then the spirit and then the body. So it is with all things,

humans, ani mal s, even worl ds. o
AReal |l y?a Han asked
nYes. Since the Meta is the world of t he mi

say just formations of self and thought, but here in the Meta they are as real as you or me.
When you are me powerful you may one day make for them spiritual bodies and then

physical, this being the essence and destiny
ABut, Tri vanitsan oibs?nmd tHatnh aats k@ald

AYes it is.0 He said with a smile then went
AHan once yigence am@sowas |, and thdn Wve were given spirit bodies by our

Father and then in due time given physical bodies on an earth that went through the very
same process. o0

ASo my world can become a real worl d?o Han
AYes. 0o Tr i Naajustthonghtfoaa ndoment.

AWl | God make it for me?0

AWhy would God make a world that he didnot i
AAh | dondt know. 0

AThat i s because he doesné6t, it would be the
ABut he gave me my knowl edge?0

AYes b uwanthteeneolrage us and lets us grow and beseligufficient 0 Han

looked up only to see a huge marble building before them, with two brass pillars. It was
the most beautiful building Han had ever seen. A light shone from it as if gloryitlled

hal | s. AThere is something you should know
are being gathered again Intelligences donot
particular. That state is called thketain-between land. We are going to find tls

names of your Intelligences. 0

AMy I ntelligences?0o0

AYes. Your Intelligences have coexisted wit
offspring of your thought. Once you know their names you may call them home to your

world. Fortheywes scattered and | ost when you | ost
ASo they have been on my world before?o
AYes, but your world has died and been recre
of them came up to the marble steps. They walked past the archeddjatean sitting

on a stool in a priestodéds hat smiled at them.

and bright halls. To Handés amazement he hact
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They brought the both of them into a room with many blue curtains. A smiling
man in white asked Han what he wanted to know.

Al want to know the names of my Intelligen
ACome i n. o The man showed him into a sect
ARemember 6 he said, AThis is the world of t
really doexsmiot iasctonmdlyl yas real as your thou
The man said the longest name Han had ever heard.

ANow glhemaahdtthey will come, 0 he said wit

emerged Han was beaming with anticipation. Trivanian was happy for Han eyehis

suddenly became gloomy like a stormy day.

ATrivani an?o Han said.

AHan there i s ellsyamaeiwdrn yougabout. Hansgight now | am in the

bowels of Pufurvenhurbum. | have been here the whole time trying to find new
adventurers. o

ABut how did you come to the Meta without
AThat my friend i s anopgwhdtltintended td shyel wahatgwarn Bu
you of the i mpending danger that hangs over
Just then Han thought he heard a distant clap of thunder, Trivanian went on.

AThe peopl e ar e wh sof myrdetaadksercery.upveninow dar k o a
Orfaciuse has a standing army ready to crush any resistance if necessary. Not a day ago

all the nothings began to wake up, not really wake up unfortunately, they are being

controlled like zombies. Even now | am hidimgthe crack of one of the empty altar

rooms and if they find me they will kill m
ABut arendt the bodies that get up and wal
AYes Han but t he ydremdheyate linjng uptikg antaony anth e s a n
hel pers are giving them crudely made weapo

ABut Trivanian doesndét the OvrirmMalnde dady?20
AYes he does but | dondét know whgahbinthis s pl a
l'ife fare well and be |l oyal always to the

portal again. He turned and | ooked into T

~

AYou have helped and taught Dro amd IHasm ml
said.

Il know Han. o

Bye and peace be with you. o

God be with you also Han. o | steppedvineand an s a i
found my throat was somewhat dry at the th
atop the same mountaagain. Then | commenced in singing the name. And sure

enough when | was through there was a shout of praise from all the life beyond the

universe of my thought. | called the plants and great trees and the seeds began to appear.

o0 30 DN
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Then | called for th@nimals of the sea, and there wear animals in the sea.

The small organisms, and those thoughts gave rise to new thoughts and fishes
appeared and then great monsters and sea serpents. | called the animals of the air and
land. Birds and dragons, horsesdilizards, and all kinds of beasts and small creatures
appeared in their order according to the thoughts giving rise to new thoughts, evolving
into new creatures with similarities to the old ones, thus is the progression of Intelligence.

And they coverkevery continent and filled every ocean. | called the cave animals
and plants. Mushrooms and animals with feelers instead of eyes, and all kinds of bugs
and organisms filled the caves. | looked over my whole world and wondered how it had
gotten to beswonderful. Trees now covered the mountains and the fields were full of
grass.

| looked west around my earth looking at all the strange animals and places. Then
| looked to an isle of the sea with a great bay, so | erected a great tall tower irditile ofi
it that was white and shone brightly in the sun. Then | gazed around the world some more
going northward and saw a continent that was surrounded by rocks sticking out of the
ocean.

And | saw that they were infested with dragons. | turned vmekssaw a large isle
of the sea that had smoking mountains caused by a great fire in that part of the cave world.
| then looked west some more and found a continent with a giant lake in the center. |
turned south again and saw two continents, so | saithére be a path thrown up out of
the deep to connect the continents. And it happened.

Han opened his eyes to see the inside of the old Meta machine. He sat there for a
few minutes thinking about all the things he had learned. The sun was siiibshin
through the green vines at about the exact same angle, and Han marveled that little or no
time hadpassed He got up and slaywalked down the steps. Leavasckled under
the weight of his sandals as he walked past the sun rays toward the door.

Han shut it behind him and turned the lock. A warm breeze swept through the
woods and Han set off back toward the house of Morgan. As he came to the road a herd of
goats were going by being herded by a gentleman in black robes. Han nodded politely as
hewent by and the man did in return, it still felt weird to see people in the outside world.

Han continued down the dusty road, as he came to the stone tower by the
intersection a whole throng of cavalry rode by. Han looked intently examining their
shining helmets and spears as they passed. They kicked up a huge cloud of dust and Han
continued on to Morgandéds house in their wake
that had happened to him in the Meta, just then he heard the sound of a flute @eening
the stone wall by the road.

Han listened to it as he walked by and as it slowly faded off behind him. Han came
to the house and walked through the court yard to the sitting room. Just as Han went to sit
down Canada came into the room, so he stogda i n . fGood day, 0 he sa
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Oh hewbolHawou | i ke to escort me to the m
Yes, sure, 0 He said quickly. Canada had
was kind of weird thinking of spending time with her. The two of them set back off
through the court yard but this time turned left toward the town. In the mheketwere
hundreds of people like in the soup rooms. But all of them were individuals and wore all
different kinds of clothes.

All the women had their faces covered includ®anadatherewere all kinds of
materials food and supplies of all kinds. wks more than Han had ever seen, and all was
colorful' Canada was weighing vegetables as Han looked at the booth next to them.
There was a group of men in black robs looking at a board with pine cones scattered around
onit. The man behind the boardkoe d up and to Hands surpri s
spots in his pupils.
Han told Canada about the man and she s

ot I

ABut , h eaight atog, eght infotmy eyes.
Alrm, i nteresting, 0 Ca matledagofpliodlce butwittaan o f f er
smil e Canada said, fAiNo, thatés okay. o0 The

day mostly hanging out and helping around the house, but there were servants that did most
of that. Around dinner Morgan explaineatlihe prince wanted to give more political

power to the counsel of Titans fearing ano
thing??9 Han asked.
ANo, Han, the O6counsel of the Titansé are

through thesecret oaths of their society. This counsel has other members but we call it
that because a good number of them are f al

Al see, 06 Han replied. ABut how can peopl e
Han asked. Momn smiled,
A We |l | Han there are people who |l ook nice o

many who love money more than their integrity. Evil men pollute the education systems
and the military slowly but surely making their way all the way to ¢ipe t
After dinner Han wandered to on top of the house. Morgan was up there looking

at the stars. AWondt you join me Han?0o
AYes, of courseo he said. The sky went on
Al |l ove the universe,filniltoevewdrol deGqdiéd Isa
Morgan said. Han sat down next to him.

AMorgan, the | ady under the tree told me ir
to darkness | could go to any of these wor
impressive look.

Al dondt think you ever told me that part
Awell, do you think I really can?o Han as

t here? They | ook so far away. o
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AThey are furtBat Bwahhnggod things are possib
glanced at him with a reassuring | ook. Al of
the galaxy that spanned the sky. It was awhile before either of them spokeadairen

Morgan broke the shce.

Alt I s written that in the second age God to
power and glory. And it is said that from time to time the pure in heart are taken from this
bitter fight and brought tabthisjthougm. Mdngarm. 0 Ha

looked at him but his eyes were affixed to the sky. Just then Han saw a bright streak
crossing the expanse and the shooting star broke into three pieces as it approached the
horizon.
AHan, one day s oo towarand [Woodshed. i Theastatuesmgreat | | f al
halls will crumble into dust and the said immortal names of the kings will fade and blow
away. Then great tempests and earthquakes will cover the last ruins of our great cities.
And | prophesy to you thatwtill yet be said of this land that it was never inhabited, save by
savages and surely there wear no cities here
curious |l ook on Hanbés face at the prophecy.
at the stars.

Thenext morning Han arose from his soft bed and immediately felt at his stomach.
It was strange how much more often he had been getting hungry since being in the outside
world. The servants of the house had made breakfast and kept it warm for him who had
apparently slept longer than expected. Han was resolved to go and spend more time in the
Meta machine today. So he got dressed in his robes and left the house in the direction to
the machine. Almost nobody seemed to be out on the road and Han joggepliguite
being anxious.

He got to the edge of the farmeroés field
woods. Han reached into his pocket pulled out the key and pushed the door open. It was
just as he left it, Han walked up the steps turned aramd sat down. His eyelids closed
and he was taken at once to a different state of mind.

~ | found myself on the tall mountain by the sea and | looked out over my whole
world. |realized | had power according to the concentration and power of my mihd a
all things in this world loved me. | jumped off the mountain and feeling powerful skipped
across the ocean my foot only occasionally coming down to barely skim the surface of the
water.
| soon found myself on the isle of the north and with one Ipapded the tall

mountain range filled with clouds. And | came down and lay under four small mountains
on a soft mossy rock. | wondered what the future of my world might hold and ran and
played for what seemed like days but | knew not a moment woulthpaastime as the
mind must go so much faster than the physical. | cast up great mountains and named all
my favorite places.
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Then Han opened his eyes and admired the sun beams dbnoinghthe glass.
He headed back and as he walked the dirt reaabticed dark clouds coming from the
west over the trees and distant buildings. By the time Han got home the stormy clouds
were almost to the sun. Han heard the distant booming sound of thunder. It scared him at
first then he became fascinated by e climbed up one of the servants ladders to the top
of the wall to get a good look.

Han saw a distant lightning, his eyes wide at what he was seeing, then a moment
later a boom of thunder. A warm summer breeze was getting stronger, and here, and there
drops were appearing on the top of the wal
of the savants voices ring out. After it had rained on hira fehileHan decided it best to
go in so he did.

Han stayed in and read the rest of the day listetainige rain on the window sill.

Han read genealogies and how there once was serpents that covered the land, and drove the
people south. Han also looked at maps; the continent they were on was covered with

cities save the north that was covered in icesmav. There was also a continent to the

south but it was apparently still wilderness covered in wild animals and jungle.

The very most southern parts of the northern continent that got narrower as it went,
and was covered most densely with cities. @hep | ori ng spirit starte
feet again and the only thing restraining him was the water falling from the sky. Han ate
dinner and retired as the cloudy sky darkened. He had some nightmares where he saw the
blank expressions of possessechims. He awoke but went back to bed praying
Trivanian would be okay.

Soon he was again fast asleep. Han awoke in the bright morning and went down
and ate breakfast with Morgan before he headed to work at the school. As the day rolled
on he decided heanted to explore the city by himself before he went to the Meta machine.
The clouds had broken up and the city streets were filled with people. As Han walked he
looked at all the shops and the great palaces.

Then looking up a bustling street Han thhtihe saw the blind man in black robs a
ways off walking in his direction. He looked again to see only crowds of ordinary people.
Then Han saw just a woman, her face covered, wearing black robes walking toward him.
Han watched her for some reason dolgee her trip as she walked past a booth with a bag
of wheat on the ground.

A square board came tumbling out of her sleeve pocket and Han rushed to help her.
For a moment some others did the same but suddenly backed away. Han could clearly see
the symbols written on the board now in some strange language and recognized it as the
same kind of board that the blind man had pine cones on. He picked it up and handed it to
her. She grabbed it quickly and put it back in her sleeve then without a word swiftly
hurried away as though she was late for something.

Han looked up, the blinchan was there and wal king tow
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began to pound. There was no mistake it was him and he was looking straight at Him.
The crowed parted mysteriously and the man came to Han who was still kneeling on the
ground and reached his sinisi@oking hand for his face. All was silent except the crying
of a baby somewhere in the crowed.

Han arose to shake his hand, an audible gasp from the crowd. A broad smirk

appeared on the old mands face. fiHGn ve me y (
took a step back, a serious look on his face. Then a series of whispers filled the crowed.
ANo, 0 Han decl ared bol dly. A 1l ook of rage f

left wrist while pulling out a jagged knife.
Han immediately hit thband off his arm and bringing his hand back grabbed the
wrist of the knife hand and pulled the man while shifting his body weight to his left leg.
The man fell and hit his head on a nearby wooden booth and howled in pain while grabbing
his head. Han Id@d up to see two younger looking men in black robs running toward
him. Han jumped up onto one of the booths and started jumping from booth to booth till
he was behind the crowd then jumping to the ground continued running with all his speed.
The two ma pushed their way through the multitude and started chasing him. A
lama pulling a cart got in the way so Han hurtled the hitch and kept on running. Finally he
ducked into a crowd breathitngird;Han thought he had lost them. Han looked up to see
whateveryonewasstaringat; he saw they were listening to a talk being given by an elderly
gentleman in a purple robe and a green turban. So Han started listening to what he was
saying.
To Handés surprise it whasthatdtheydid notwneralt Mor g a
their ways their civilization would be destroyed. For God cannot look on wickedness with
the least degree of allowance. Han looked through the people to see the two men who
were chasing him walking back bewildered as to where hg el
Han stared after them for a moment then a
can you know that is true, i1tbés ridicules, <c
to see who said it and saw a maaothreaéeningi ng or a
our city? And who is to say that the upstanding members of government are going to be
puni shed by God, and that the holy Titans wh

Al can say it, o Han blurted out.

AYou can, can you?o0

AYes, 0 Han wisgagbod man.you spéal dgainst, and who is to say the Titans
inthegove nment arendtnevik?il 7276 OmMhacmas starte
ADondt br i ng -talgpagainh @here wds d disagreeneeat once and many men

died bu thereis no evidence Orfaciust i | | has prisoners. o Han t
interrupted.

AHe has been sympathetic and cooperative, an

Han walked up to one of the steps and turned around.
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Al say ot hmamwitri ®d tTohei nterrupt but Han c«
was at that battle. My name is Salah. |was a prisoner in that mountain till not a week
ago. Only my ingenuity and determination freed me. My skin is red because | am not
usedtothesunlg ht . o Han finished and | ooked out
AThis man is a I|liar!o The man in orange s
people in black robes took notice of the commotion. Han jumped off the step and shoved
his way past several peopléde went down a back alley behind the stand. He heard
someone behind him say
Ald went that way. o So Han ran even faster
in the direction of the house. As Han approached the house he decided to go to the Meta
machine instead he walked the familiar road past the tower and through the field.

When Han got to the machine it was different. All the branches and vines had
been cut off to reveal a glassy shell, and spirals had been painted all over it in what to Ha
looked like blood. Han slowly walked up to it. The door had been pried open. Inside
the floor had been cleared and the shadow of red spirals covered the stone floor. Han
stepped in to get a better look.
AWho woul d do t hi s amdthenlddlang upghere shone afreshinews e | f |
bronze plaque that said the exact same thing the other one in the mountain did.

The Meta Machine
Created by the nine Titans
Amid Kymoore O.
Habnan Saro
F. Coab
Hawlid Daknab R. Japel

Mirgan Weag
Reu Irad Amanar

Han looked up to see two people in black robes through the glass. He bolted out of
the door and started running as they noti c
was just running fohis life. Trees flew byhim; he came to a stream and just ran through
it. His sandals squeaked as he ran up the opposite slope. The forest opened up to a grassy
meadow and Han ran into the sunlight. Half way to the other side Han looked back behind
him.
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They were on his tail as feared, coming out into the yellow grass. Han changed
his directiondownhill toward a small pond with a stone cliff on the other side. Han dived
in, and swam to the opposite shore. Then reaching for the rock Han climbed up a crack in
the stone. Onef the men started wading through the water at him and the other went to
go around. Han was hyperventilating as he reached the top. He started staggering on
only to see something very frightening staring back at him. Was it a man or a creature?

It had long legs that it perched itself between two trees with and a smile that went
from one side of his face to the other. The monster dropped and landed on the ground.
Han was petrified! Behind him he heard the steps of one of the men who were chasing
him. The monster jumped over Handés head and
heard a blood curdling scream as the beast through the man in the air and off the cliff with
a splash!

Then the long legged monster grabbed Han around the waist, Han closgdshis
Then to his surprise he felt wind soaring by his face, he opened his eyes. The monster was
carrying him as he leaped through the woods. Han wondered what on earth this thing
could possibly be doing with him. Soon Han stopped worrying and justezhfhe
passing scenery. The creature started running up hill and when they came to the top he set

Him down on the grass. AWho are you?Oo Han
him.

A Me ? I am the Titan of the Forest. o He sa
ANi ce to meet you sir, |l have never met a Ti
AYou will meet many more. 0 The Titan said |

yellow stare.
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Chapter 7

From the top of one hill to another

Han sat up out of the graaad the giant Titan seemed to just start growing
gradually shorter, until an ordinary man stood before him. Han stood up being slightly
dizzy from the ride. The Forest Titan standing before him was a skinny type of man and
had a mustache with brown hamd striking blue eyes. He was wearing a pair of
turquoise robes and said,

ASorry for not introducing myself properly
AOh hi, |l am Han. By the way how did you
AMorgan told me to come get you, and said
Elred said.

AWhy did he tell you to pick me up?o0 Han
A Or f aaomies aredliterally at the gates of the city and Morgan wanted me to make sure
youwereal i ght . You are our only physical evic
i mportant in many more ways. o Han | ooked
calm.

ACome Han, Mor gan has asked me to bring vyo
Al hawe ?0 hoHan asked.

AYeah, this way, o0 Elred said as he started

closely behind. They walked through some wooded areas and over some mossy rocks till
they came to the end of the hill where the ruins of a stone stas@ The oak front
doors were off the hinges and sun shitmeughthe holes in the roof. Clovers and weeds
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grew out of the cracks in the floor and one of the pillars was broken and fallen. As they

came to the middle ofthhe feahlt yrmgmhdHase&s9k
AYeso Elred said sympathetically. Aalt feldl
Al had parents?o0 Han asked. Han fell to h
AFor gi ve me Mot her and Fat heattherelawhdeaddhn 6t me an

soaked in his surroundings. There was silence for a while and then Elred spoke.
"Come look at this Han."
Elred walked with long strides to the west window under the stone stairs. Han got
up and fallowed him to it.
"Look," he pointel. Han looked to see a strange hill in the distance. It had a circle of
pillars, and resting upon them was a cloud. The cloud looked glorious somehow and the
pillars themselves had a magical look to them. There was a valley and a short hill
in-betweerthem and it. Han was mystified.
"Why does that cloud act that way and simply rest on the pillars?" Han asked.
"It is the ship of the Titans." Elred said with a look of anticipation.
The rafters creaked and something fell with a whoosh. They bothdasiez to
see what hit the floor behind them. A man in a heavy brown dirty robe was bowed before
them. He was balding and had long thin grey hair; a small beardless man. He looked up,
his eyes were totally black and he had a menacing almost toothliéss $tan's heart
began to beat.
To Han he looked kind of frail but suddenly with a high pitched scream he dashed
toward Elred in a fit ofage Elred ran toward him also and
long finger nails strained to reach his neckhe Torest Titan went to stomp kick him in the
kneecap but he raised his leg in a shin block, pulling one of his hands free smacked the
ot her out of Elredbs grip. El red flew back
in the chest. Hanarosetoéon ont hi m but Elred yell ed, A No
Elred raised his arms to block several punches then shifting his stance Elred threw a
straight punch at his head.
The man cross blocked El dredds right arm
chopat his neck. Elred half blocked it with his left hand and staggered backward two
steps. The man more crazed than ever leaped forward and grabbed Elred in a grapple
around his neck. The forest Titan grabbed in return. The man kneed Elred in the
stomachthen raising his leg again for a second go Elred pulled him sideways with all his
might. The forest Titan screamed as the man stumbled and his lone finger nails dug into
his neck. Han watched as the two men threw each other around. Feeling he should d
something Han looked around for something to fight with. Elred finally kicked him in the
knee and threw him to the floor. The man rolled a few times and came back to his feet.
Who are you?o Han shouted. The Man smil e

A
Al am Clidanyabreathy eoices a
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AHe i s the clay Titan Han, o0 Elred confir me:
darkness gathered around him. Han nervously looked back at Elred who now suddenly
resembled a tall frog like monster. The Forest Titangqadke Clay Titan up by his neck

with his long slender toes and threw him across the room sending him sailing through one

of the already broken windows.

AHan upsiailed t he Forest Titan whispered. Har
heard acrash behind him. Not looking back Han jumped two steps at a time. As Han

reached the balcony everything became strangely silent. Han peeked over the edge of the
banister to see the Clay Titan whispering something into the ear of the motionless and

bloody Forest Titan.
Clay finished what he was saying with what sounded like the name Nog. The Forest
Titands eyes flew open and | ooked straight

eyes on the balcorthatwas now | ooki ng downcd,nd oElhriesd s &
with a tear rolling down his misshapen Titan face. The thin haired Clay Titan looked up,
Han pulled his head back hoping he hadnot
Han slowly walked into the room across from him, was the Forest Titarhéead
thought. Old moth eaten curtains hung in front of a single person bed. Han parted the
veil and walked through. Sunlight poured in from the window. Han looked out the
window, to see part of the roof weasHannl y a
searched for an alternate escape. There were now steps coming up the staircase. Han
then changed his mind and jumped out the window.
He took one step, two steps on the roof. Then he slipped and fell through as he
feared. Han luckily fell ol something soft but was now in complete darkness save the

hole in the roof. Hanbs eyes adjusted and
barrels as he was apparently in a storage room. Han heard the creeping steps of Clay on
the roof .th Wasbésobde@ad he thought it woul d

seem to breathe softer.
Suddenly the disfigured man dropped into the dark room landing skillfully on the

bags of grain. Han suddenly put hieu hands
know, | am your friend, o0 Clay said unconvi:
the truth; your own mind is crying it so |
craving and sadistic. NfnRemember how innoc

H a nndemories seemed to literally scream out as if they were leaking out of his
very eyes as the Clay Titan said this. Next his voice changed as if he were in a trance.
AOnce Dro asked you, " i fconyinca men@core withoyoug et 0

why not go and not wastmny more time@ Then It was as i f Han \
as he heard the next parto hadavse mpdree, ilnt Gre
Han wi shed Dro could be with him. AYou

with. What happened? Now you have messed everything up for yourself and your
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friends that they are surely no more. I wa:

l'iterally grieved herself to death after the
Han felt himself difting as though he were in a sea of memories, all memories of

unfulfilled promises and expectations; they sailed before his view even if he shut his eyes.

Fighting it Han cut through the mist and came back to consciousness to hear Clay say

AWhat w@&epythjng you fought and died for is t
Han couldndét stand it anymore. Al f you

you |l et their house fal/l i nto ruin?o A big

toward Hanés vouke. |l ovidd yWou gtamen why di d he

Suddenly the storage room door flew open and the shape of a man stood in the light. Han

stood to run to him.
The Clay Titan suddenly leaped for Han and the man in the door advanced also.

Han f el tgfidgeraailHsip alounad his neck. The man stopped in the ray of light

made by the hole in the roof holding a shining sword. Han now saw that it was Morgan

who must have just arrived and found the For

Al know you andcet lSeal Taiht ebrosy Wweamrt some reason.
frantically. ASo back off or 611 kil |l hi m.
AMorgano Han called out fAHe is the Titan of
to Clay who had a look of uneasiness at this saying. Morgan grifipedord and

advanced with a charge. The Clay Titan | et
Claybs gut. He grabbed Morgands arm putting

let go of the sword and staggered back. Clay finding he waggito one of the barrels
grabbed the sword.
Han heard a high pitched scream as smoke rose from the hand Clay had on the hilt
but he managed to pull it out of himself anyway and throw it. The sword spun through the
air and landed by Han. The Clay Titaith a cruel laugh picked Morgan up by the throat,
with the burnt hand still sizzling and mel ti
up. He looked up to see Clay had dragged Morgan back out into the main room. Han ran
out to save him.
The ClayTitan was bowed over him darkness gathering around him as though he
was ready to literally drink his prey dry. Han ran up and before the old Clay Titan could
turn around Han thrust the blade into his back. Pulling it out with a snap that was clearly
his backbreaking;Han then raised it and bringing it back down cut into his long thin hair
and through his neck slicing his head clean off. The wrinkled distorted head hit the
ground and blood poured down his front and sprinkled the floor. Han rushedfto see
Morgan was okay. He was seemingly unscathed and was breathing.
A strange |light illuminated a purple sil§Kk
pouch and took it off his belt, opening it up he saw a light and poked his finger in atit. As
he touchedt he saw a vision that lasted only a blink of an eye. He saw a numberless army
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in front of the dark mountain. Han being slightly shaken but further curious stuck his

hand in the pouch again and pulled out a molten stone that emanated a white light.
Suddenly Han heard a gurgling sound coming from the head at his feet. The

mouth of the severed head started trying to say something and Han bowed down to listen to

him.

Al have been executed for ny Isd ndaardadhisasl f e ¢
bloody lips.

AWhat was your real name?o Han asked.

AMIi rgan Weag, 0 his |ips said then his eyes

hardly believe that he had just killed someone. Han ran over to Elred to see if he was alive
buttoHARnds sorrow the Forest Titan was truly
no breath in him. Han searched him for a
took the stone and pouch and put Morgan on his back. Han carried him out into the
daylight and down the stone steps.

He looked off the hill into the distance. Smoke rose in a dark loom from
somewhere in the valley. Han thought he should head west to the pillars Elred had shown
him, so he walked into the woods.

Han heard a song thaesmed to fill the woods with sweet sadness. It was the most
beautiful melody he had ever heard. Han realized that the music was coming from the
very trees around him. A strange light started filling the woods and Han thought he saw a
man in white robewalk between two trees and look back at him. It looked like it was
Elred but he couldn't tell. For a moment
fill the whole forest.

Morgan was getting really heavy so Han sat him dowtherside of theil. The
leavesblew around him and Han looked again to see if he could see the man. Yet there
was nothing but silent sadness.

Han knew Morgan needed help, he grabbed him from behind under the arms and
dragged him walking backwards. Han's heart stuitig the killing he had just
committed. He called out to the only person that he thought might hear him.
AEl red I didnét want to kill the Clay Titar
In his mind he heard a soft reply, not of his own bbaiseemed to come from Elred
himself.
AHan you did the right thing and donét you
received justice but you must know as long as the stone remains so does his essence and
spirit upon the earth and will forewvantil in times to come it is cleansed by the depths of
the ocean floor. o

Han thought this last part might have come from his guilt of having the stone.

Elred where is your stone?o0
I't is on a distant moon t h #yourakevititosthet ed ne

St 3t
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moon of four roads walk west from the pillars to tHeeth mountain; that is where my
stoneis lIgonowtomytruelowandmyGod f ar e w ermdrtal presencA seenmedn
to leave him and Han wondered if he had just imaginedribt. He was left alone in the
woods with Morgan to tend to. Han hurried and dragged him down the hill as fast as he
could.
It was slow going and he had to stop and rest every few feet. Morgan was heavier
than Han had thought. The urgency of Morganisdition hasted him on and Han
struggled with the exhaustion in his chest. He dragged him past and around trees and
brush.
He started hearing a whisper from his poc
t hen Han under st oo demehneyouvpodket. e Do you iedize the y ou h a\

power | can give you?bo Han kept up his dr aq
AHan you can be Weag you can have his power s
inside, you just have to find me. 0

Han came to &rge river at the bottom between the two big hills. Han looked to
his left and saw a bridge down a little ways. He hurried and dragged Morgan to it.
Pulling Morgan across it Han came to a meadow on the other side. Morgan was getting
staggeringly heaxt Han thought maybe he could go get help from the people at the
pillars. He wasn't sure if there was anyone there but it was worth a try. Han looked up at
the ancient pillars on the hill past the smaller hill in front of him. Something about that
strange glorious cloud intimidated him. It looked even more amazing from here. He
almost left Morgan to get help and then thought better of it. This was a road way after all.
Han reached down and with new resolution picked Morgan's body up, he statted up t
opposite hill. As Han finally reached the top, he was breathing hard but thought he could
get Morgan the rest of the way now.

The next hill west had the set of pillars in a circle and the low cloud over it that
Elred had called the ship of the Titangrom here Han could see for miles and miles over
the valley. Most of which was covered in city. Han looked out past the pillared hill to the
left; he saw an expanse of water that looked as though it went on forever. He could also
see the harbor antd light towers on the top of which stood statues. Han stood for a
moment catching his breath then dragged Morgan back down the other side of the hill. He
then started up the grassy slope to the pillars.

As Han reached the top he collapsed wihaustion. People were standing
around under the pillars and came running to help. Morgan was taken and Han just sat
there breathing hamud. pafih aodl| dhespen kHais a way c g r

reached in his pocket and pulled outthe sttnewasnét shining | i ke it
It looked rather ordinary at the moment but the feeling of a cool darkness emanated
onto his hand. n wWel | how | ong is it going

asked. AYou dondt kgaveutoanmsesmytpewet® WDC
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up and ran back down the hill.

"Are you alright young man?" One of the robed figures called out as Han ran off.

Feeling lighter now he ran around the other hill to the bridge and the river. Han
stepped onto the woden bridge hisootsteps uddenl y echoing on the
you doing?b9 The stone asked nervously.

Han picked it out of his pocket and without a word chucked it into the river. The
voice gave a shriek of horror as it plummeted into the watéren feeling relieved Han
walked back to the hill of pillars. Han marveled as he walked back up the hill how the
cloud was literally just perched on the pillars and was closer than Han had ever seen one.
The people standing under the pillars came ddwrsteps to greet him like a homebound
traveler. They showed Him up the steps into the shade of tHenoys nimbus.

Chapter 8

Han's wildest dreams begin

Han sat on the steps of the stone pillared platform to catch his breath and looked off
into thevalley. A considerable amount of smoke now rose from the streets of Tr
Mi zr eam. He felt a soft hand rest on his
to meet you. o Han | ooked up into the face
Hazeleyes. Blue robes flowed around him in deep grace.

He helped Han to his feet and walked with him onto the patio of the pillars. There
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were many in flowing robes engaged in friendly conversation, in the center of the circle
was a round looking altar. |Xell quiet as Han walked in their midst. A man with little

hair on his head and none on his face approached him in pure white array. His eyes were
bright like fire and Han realized he must be in his Titan form though more human looking
than the last itan he met.

The Titan in white spoke, fAHan this is Ba
man in blue at Hanodos side. AThis i s Nebo tI
strong looking man in red, then turningtoatallmaningreensl A Thi s i s Bensi d

Water Titan and | am Luz the Titan of Fire. These four men were commanding in
greatness and appearance.

AWel come to the hill of Gilgal, 06 Nebo said i
Hand shoulder again and said
Alelbi eve you have met my apprentice. 0 Stand

hello and Luz introduced his apprentice who was a bright looking young man who had long

blond hair and said his name was Jerubbaal. Han immediately recognized him though he

had never met Jerubbaal, Han remembered him from the dream he had had long ago in the

caves about the Titans. Then Nebo introduced his apprentice who was a young lady with

stormy eyes and blond hair.

Al am Mericao she said with a nod and a shak
ASh i s the sister of Jerubbaal 06 Nebo added.
didndét seem to have an apprentice for some r
remembered that Amid was the water apprentice in his dream long ago. He also

rememberethat the position of the lightning apprentice was filled by Hev in his dream but

things seemed to have changed and Canada was his apprentice now.

Luz - theFire Titan
Barak- the Lightning Titan
Nebo- theEarthTitan
Bensiden theWaterTitan
CanadaBar akds Apprentice
JerubbaatLuz 6s Apprentice
Merica-Nebodb6s Apprentice

Al | the other people in the circle didnot
group of Titans. Han looked over at a corner of the patio wear Mtaghn Han noticed
that there were carvings in the stone and Morgan lay in a circle of the carving as four
women with their heads covered, in white robes sat around him with incense and herbs
administering to him. They waited and soon one of the women apyg#rem to let
them know Morgan would be alright. Morgan slowly awoke and got up putting a hand on
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his forehead. Morgan wal ked and seemed to
how are you?o Morgan asked.

AUmMm, I am fine jBst Rhowiatéeyexhaust ed.

Al 61 | be fine. o Morgan replied. ARThey ge
AHan, me and some of these other Magi are
relics from the city. o

Al want to come, 0 Han injected.

ANoO yuosut nniodbd antgbesr ous, stay here with the Ti

di sappointed he wasnodét able to help but ke
Morgan said to the Titan,

Al f eel Il am a |ittle responsible. o
ADonb6ét f ewthouth hemt Hwaywoul d be dead. 0
AThank you Luz | hope we will meet again s

important a Titan would say something like that about him, the Forest Titan was surely
more important than he was in his mind; maybe he wag¥gisg nice. The Magi and
Titan shook hands and Morgan turned around

f

the patio and down the steps foll owed by a
apprentices.

The Sun was going down now and it shonéhgirteyes under the cloud, casting
shadows of the pillars and cloud down t he
and Bensiden to recover the body of ElTred,
AYes Master, o0 he answered and the four of
ALuz | was wondering, why does this c¢cloud
wear resting on these pillars?o A big s mi
AYou will see. o As the sun set the sky be

started tdhear the thunder of many horses down below the hill. Him, Canada and Merica
walked to the edge of the patio and looked down below. A Calvary galloped at full speed

on the road past the hill. Han recognized them as the same army he had seen before save
there were |l ess of them now and some | ooke
Canada said, AThey must have surrendered t

Soon after the army had past the three
hill bearing the ForestTatn 6s body on a stretcher made of
came onto the patio and brought the long legged Titan to the Alter and placed him on it.

His legs were so long they went off the edge of the altar and rested on the stone floor.

Han looked ind his resting face that was perfectly still and death like. Han saw a
drop | and on the dead Titanés face, then a
himself, he stretched out his hands and looked up at the cloud right above their heads, just
then it started raining on the center of the patio. Han looked at the other Titans in a
guestioning kind of way but it looked as though they thought this was entirely normal.
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Han heard a strange noise and looking up he saw a huge batch of water like a

wate f al | ! He jumped back in alarm but the ot
bubbling pillar rested over the altar and towered up into the cloud. Han had never seen
water do anything | i ke that. Suddenly EITrTect
the pillar. One by one the Titans and apprentices stepped into the pillar and rose through it

up into the cloud. Until all that was | ef't
come with us?o

Al would | ike to go whe wymasterybatwheteasithatyoui s bec
are going?, 0

Alnto the outer | ands or in other words up t
where the evening stars were appearing.

AYou would | et me come with you??o Han said
A Weould moethan et you, the truth is we need you, C
A Wat aboutDro? candét | eave him, 0 Hanp said. Then
AHan this is the only way to help him. You
andwearecomingack soon. caandsalan bowed

A@® thank you, Il have always wanted to go to
AGood, step in here, o0 Luz said with a smile.

a strong current pushing him upwards. He rose into the mist of the cloud then the water
opened up into what looked like a huge glass aquarium with a ceiling domegesen
algae. Han felt the pressure in his ears; he looked down at the doors he came through then
looking around he saw just outside the glass was the thick fog.

Han looked around him as he floated upwards; the aquarium seemed to be filled
with moving things. Clear things and dark swimming things, something huge started
swi mming toward hi m. Han coul dnét quite mal
just then a huge fish that was five times his size simply swam past.

Hano6s hear ¢gasthafish waobig endugmto swallow him. Han noticed
that Canada swam past him. Hawedjust looking around at all the swimming things but
now he had run out of breath so he started swimming to the ceiling. There was an open
door in the green cailg and as Han poked his head out of the water to catch his breath
Nebobs strong hands helped him out and onto
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(Brvee N
””” e = — -  § 5
Chapter 9
Ascension to the outer lands
Han was soaked as they pulled him out or

bad but now he was freezing. Bensiden threw a blanket on Han to help dry him off, while
Han admired the smooth walls and the vaulted ceiling of this bluish elongate dtalize
him by the ceilingvasa cable and a strange piece of machinery that looked like a metal
arm with pinchers. There were three nice finished wooden doors to both sides and at one
end of the hall.

The opposite wall at the other end of the hall seeiméa made of glass with a

brass door, on the other side of which to |
with trees and plants. He even saw a deer look at them then run into the trees. Han stood
up . Luzdés wet he ankxtandigy ketbeddimbut, thén Barékaslidwat e

the plate back over the hatch to conceal the pool.

Han noticed that there were several similar square hatches in the floor just like the
hatch they just closed Everyonestarted walking to the dark woodenod@t the end of the
hall, and Han just followed not entirely knowing what was going on. As Han walked
through the doors he saw a great huge room that was triangular in shape, the two walls
facing outwards were made of glass and the floor of some kisih@bth metal.

At the end of the room where the two outer walls almost converged stood a golden
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alter on which was a strange round device and by which was an armchair. Behind the

glass was nothing but thick cloud. Luz sat down in the chair and letsoutg h . ABen i ¢
the water tank closed?0o0

Yes Luz. o

Good, 0 the Fire Titan said. He | ifted his

p what Han now recognized as a funny hel met

Jerubbaal strappd_uz to the chair with a leather buckle and stepped back as he seemed to

go entirely limp. All of a sudden a mysterious Wind filled the room drying and blowing

Luzés few white hairs around and caressing F
blowing in his ear tickling his wet eardrum,

AHel l o Han, so you made it to Kymoore as | i
the Wind leading him and supposing he had imagined it. Han felt a little heavier for a

moment like the floor was lifting but Heoked around and all was still the same.

AA yeah, 0 Han said to the breeze, AAre you a
AYes | am, | am the Wind Titan but | | ost my

even b or uddedly hadHia lreartgump.

C Ot I

ADesnn 6t that mean you are dead?o0

AYes. O

AWhy werendét you made to go over the river o
AfBecause of my stone that | am connected to

looked up at the giant triangular windows to see the dark misirimyooff the surface of the
ship as blown by a mighty wind. Han could now see a clear dark sky speckled in bright
stars.
He walked to the window and to his shock far below them was nothing but a
stretching plain of thick clouds casting shadows by the light of the high moon. Han now
knew why he was progressively feeling heavier, they were going up, and they were going
up fag.
Nebo lit a lantern lighting the faces of the people in the room and shimmering on
the golden altar. AHan | wil|l show you to
wooden door and Han followed him. They walked through the main hall and to the glass
wall of the forest. Nebo opened the brass door and Han walked onto the forest path. The
plants seemed to be humming and singing a beautiful but distant sounding melody as
t hough they were | onging for the Forestods re
Han heard the chirping of insts and even saw a cat like animal with a long, poofy
tail climbing a tree. Han saw that the garden was in a big glass dome and past the dome
was the bright night sky. On the very top of the glass dome seemed to be a protrusion or a
room resting on theery top of the glass with a hall or stair case going to the back of the
ship.
Nebo and Han walked along the path past trees and vines to a door on the other side
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of the dome. This opened up to a nice finished wooden hall with paintings of ancient
heroesn brass frames. The first set of doors were right in front of them and were double
doors of exquisite workmanship with carvings of two fruit trees and a shining triangle in
the sky. They then turned the corner to the left into a hall with a winddwe anhd and

then took an immediate right to another hall with doorways on the left.

Then Nebo opened the second door and sa
feel comfortable in it. By the way the double doors you saw as we came in are off limits
for now because the room inside is very special but will be shown you in due time.

When you wake up feel free to come back to the front of the ship. Also if you are
hungry the kitchen is the room on the left off the main hall. Oh and by the way if ime are
the outer lands and you are going to the bathroom make sure the wind lever is pulled so the
excrement doesndét get away.confusedoythislasti ght . 0
statement but Nebo walked back down the hall and the light of his lanteed @around
the corner.

Han closed the door and looked around at his room, it was really nice and clean.
There was a huge soft bed and a metal wash basin with a wooden door on the top of it.
There was a water pump and some wooden boxes to put his ithisngd a small room with
a wooden door. Han looked inside; it was a miniature restroom with a lever on the wall
that readAir Lever.

Han closed the door again and jumped on his bed. His lids grew heavy from all the
things that had just happened tingbout the day and fell into the restful land of dreams.
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Dro and the secret fire
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Darkness, Have you ever seen pitch black darkness? A dark that is so deep you
seem to be completely swallowed in it? Tlsishe darkness Dro faced the night his

candl e fel!]l down

In times to come its springs revealedne| y

a

T his ehadmodeep whare éask shings breep amd
sometimes sleep in jagged cracks of ice, holdeth the grave of a once and many mighty men.
t his

crack in

Let its cathedrals sing the story of the day spring lighted upon its deep and windy ledge,

where has the dark mountain fled? It is gone it is surely gone, Samuel sang. The dark lord

is thrown from his kingdonikie an abominable branch and the mighty glories of his tower

are in pieces on the long and out stretched hill tops.

Now oh nations of the earth the light of the sun passes by day and the moon by night
giving light downward deep down into the crack o$ {filghted chasm, where once Dro lost
l i ght .

received
passing

his candle and
holidays and

t he

reasons
But Dro knew no more of this song than a babe does of politics.
mountain was still solid as rock and the darkness still as overwhelming as the ocean floor.

greater
preached
Fon tihé

by

fi

hi

t

h e
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Dro felt around trying to make it as far as possible from his attackers, than Dro heard a

voice in his head. i Li ghtoundlara sawadthingibaits i n
blackness,

AWhere?o0 Dro whispered to the voice.

ALi ght that shines in darkness, o0 the voice
il dondt see it.oO

AYou dondt see yourself?0 The voice asked
Al am the | igbaskedhat shines?o Dr

AYou are the preparer for the Lightning of

earth like a summer storm does before the skies are lit with the light of knowledge. You
know there$ an outside, you know Orfaciissreal, that is whyétried to kill you, because
there is no hope of tricking you to become a nothing again. Now that you know the truth
you may have this precious gift.o
AWhat is it?o0 Dro asked excitedly.
AThe Se disa&dondktithate ppened inside you. Just as the Sun receives its light
from heaven you receive secret light from the Sun. Itis a light that shines in darkness and
the darkness knows it not. o

Suddenly the caves around Dro slowly but surely gneghter and brighter until
there was a blinding light all around him.

AThis is fabulous! o Dro excl ai med.
AWho are you??o
AThe Wind in your heart, o The voice said a

walked through the caves exploring for higefls, the caves that now around him were as
bright as day. Dro found a giant cathedral like cave where down on the cave floor stood
hundreds of chained prisoners. Dro saw that they must berouteangers.

He also saw that all the agents in the rdook notice of the bright light and
covered their faces with shrouds and veils shrieking with disgust. All the prisoners turned
their heads to Dro and raised their hands to the blinding light. Dro saw a fire lit on a ledge
behind them that now was notgim comparison to his own countenance.

The agents must have been showing the rangers a shadow show that was now
ruined byhis light. The men of Orfaciudrew their knives and rushed to meet Dro in a
fight but as his light increased the chains on tlisopers were loosened and the room
erupted in ariot! The agents disappeared in the angry crowd and Dro walked through the
crowd with a smile of pure satisfaction on his face that made a path before him.

The cry of distant dragons and dogs filled theoftunnels as the light most surely
was reflected into unknown paths. The rangers escaped in all directions and Dro was left
alone in the cathedral of stone standing over the bodies of the mangled agents. Here he
again for the first time in a long tencould hear the far off planets and fabric of reality.

Dro heard the wind over the mountains and the sound of birds and running water.
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He knew of the outside not only from his heart but he was now listening to it. Dro kept on
looking for what came diis friends. He traveled around and soon came back to the
yellow tower which was a giant sulfurous pillar in the caves. Huddling under it was Amid
scraped and bruised.
Dro went to pick him up but Amid fought a
Dr o, illocdked shocked antbnfused As Dro walked toward him again he saw two

bright white figures of a man in Amidodos pupi
AMaster, 0o Amid exclaimed falling to his knee
from the ground,

Al am not your Master | am your friend. o An
be pacified.

AAmi d where is Hev and Nog?b9d

AHev and Nog, who are they again?o Dro | ool
Al think | have Amidcantntet with a seroiiviank dxprassion. o

AAmi d you have to remember. Do you remember
ANoO. | candédt say that | do. o

ATher eutsidevoan d and we are trying to get ther
AOh yeah. |l knew that part. o

A A n @ arevfightingagainst Orfacius.

AYes | hmtedtbe over

ADond6t | et him have control over you he is t
Amid breathed in and his eyes went wide.

Al remember now, they took them dlookegg, 06 t he |
into Drobs eyes and said,

AYou are the Mind Titan and 1, |l am the futu
AThe future what, 0o Dro insisted but Amid hit

came pounding the cavern walls like an approaching arbwp lifted the body and
entered a tunnel in the side of the Yellow Tower. The passage spiraled upward for a long
time then emptied into a carved out square room. Dro placed Amid on the ground and
began to draw in the dirt until the caves became quahag
As Dro drew in the dust he began to understand that the Secret Fire was more than
just a light within him but it was now teaching him things. He could see the structure of
the elements around him and understood that the universe was a systeen. of[@ral
|l ooked at Amid and saw what was wrong within
it, he also saw that Amid was to be the Titan of Water.
Dro |Ilistened to the caves around him to f
heart fell into his gtmach as he heard the faint breathing of Nog and Hev far past the low
hum of the magma chasm, the chasm he had sacrificed everything to get them across. Dro
heard Nogds voice and strained to hear what
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ASurely we are not supposed to search for t
worries we were supposed to come back here to see that innocence is not to question the

wor |l d. We need to go furthereandtbetbdbadvw
Al think the real truth i1s all abmuanhd adven
what is so important about going further out in the caves anyway. Dro and Han were

crazy hoots and believed in false spirits

Dro was infuriated at the false doctrine and philosophies of men that Nog and Hev
had so easily fallen back into. Dro lifted his voice by the power of the light and glory and
said in a voice that filled the caves and made the whole mountain shake,

AYawo warriors of truth how could you have
echo across reality itself. Then Dro heard the two bow in shame and slither off into

forgotten paths. Dro looked back at Amid, It was back down to him Han and Amid like in

the beginning. Dro drew a circle in the dust and placed Amid in it, after a time Amid
opened his eyes, sat up and said Al rememb
AWho are you then?0o Dro asked.

Al am the Water in the seas. | crthed|l € s hi
spirit of Mer. | return again and again according to my season. | teach the wise to fight
with all the weapons of the just and how t
was finished he was sitting crelegyged with a very solemn look abouirhi

Dro listened to every sound around him, far above him he heard the distant voice of
the counsel of agents chanting to the thro
one, high one behold a sun has appeared inside Pufurvenhurbum by theqwé#oard is
threatening to destroy thy great machine of nothing and free the prisoners! Do something
your highness! o

Dro listened to see if he could hear Han. He heard the outside so clear it was so
much louder than the caves. Dro heard the war oautsde that the Magi told them
about. Men arguing about the kingship of a country called Kymoore, The sound of books
burning and of men beingutto death, giving theirdst testaments.

The sound of horse men riding to a much nosier south filled hatlsdunds of
business and the growing fear of the north.
attacked the mountain from the dead. 0 Dr o
AThe necromancer of the north welOowao me so
intrigued by the gospibut where is Han Dro thoughkien a familiar breath that of
Morgandés waiting in a prison cell, to be b
Where is Trivanian Dro thought his ears scanning the countryrsidteally? Then Dro
gaspeh s he heard not his breath but Trivania
muddy plain by an army of nothings. AAmMi d
haspasseaway i nto the | and ofisoterhne dead. O Ami
AHe will come forth in the resurrection, o .
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space but space was so big he couldndét 1|iste
AYes Ami d?0o0

Al think | need to go find and save Nog and
A Ami dnouse, | ¢as hear them they have been thrown behind the chasm and without

me it is impossible to get them back, we will just have to come back for them in a future
expedition, they have also forgotten the que
look of resolution.

Al need to find my own way out .o
ABut Amid, Canada told us to stay together, 0
ANo | feel this is what | should do, 0 Amid r

Dro could not help but have deja vu of the first titims happened in the cave of sand

nearly two years ago. Dro sat there hoping Amid would change his mind when suddenly
he heard the bloody scream of the Overmind far above him. Then he climbed higher up
the tower.

-Orfaciuse

Low sun light filled thebedroom; his long curtains blew in the breeze. Another
unearthly light glowed from wter the threshold of his door.
Al should have strangled that boy when he fi
Orfaciuse spat. AfHe wtimewsgbi algl tawheg, mwyhaei i
"He will still have your kingdom."” A Low voice said from a shadow at the
window.
Orfaciuse looked up. A great rock bird was suddenly sitting on the window sill.

It had deep red eyes and with closer examination was rotting and dead. It looked

menacing in the red |ight of the sun with a
heart was pounding out of control now. AYou
said, having a hard time controlling his breathing.

AYes, that is who | am. o

The Overmind screamed as the bird swooped in and sunk its talons into his back.
-Weab

Weabwas one of the outerm rangers, Dro had saved out of the crowed. He ran
for his life fearing more agents might be coming. He and his friends had been delivered
by the strange shining man. Many thoughts went through his mind as he ran. The
moment thdight burst forth the agents had been trying to tell them that there was no way
out, yet as they said it, that man with the light in his face appeared suddenly. Weab came
to a river he had been to before. It flowed yonder into an unknown land.
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Then,@ i ni ng cour ag dwoultMee dditer fohny baghyhta be a i |
carcass on the brook of the real world thar
leap of faith into the cool swift black water. Being swept away in a torrent of blacleess h
was the only ranger with the faith to jump.

Weab shivered as the dark cool water of the river swept him down a dark tunnel no
ranger had ever ventured. Weab winced as rocks occasionally scraped his legs going past.
This persisted until Weab was tirelbbddy and scraped up.

Thoughts were constantly at him whether he would live or die. Suddenly all hope
was shattered as he saw an approaching wat
t hought, at |l east | wasnot eabclogddhiseyasds t or t
he was swept over the edge, not wanting to know how far he would fall until his end. He
fell and fell as suspended in space, but the miracle of it all was that he never hit the bottom
in fact he was never quite sure what really feaygal.

All he knew was that he awoke on the brook of his greatest fantasy. The light was
overwhelming, and he saw the lightened wings of an orange and black buttettfie
brook of the real world.

-Everyone else

The dark tower suddenly emitted ahidike a burning torch, as if the sun itself had
rested on its high peak. All men turned in amazement and far off lands were left in
shadow. Morgan | ooked oThésihgins opfr itshoen kcienlgl.
moment the prisoners rose irbedlion and the riders turned about, and charged into the
northfrom whence they came shouting,
"Long live the Kng!"

And in that very hour a battle commenced like Tr Mizriam had never seen.
Merchants on mountain roads said to themselves the ageSidithtewer has returned and
the wish of our fathers in building a tower to heaven has been done.
AAnd so we see the | and of Edantries dthesbae wor
kingsard¢ hat of the night. o
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Chapter 11

The Titan Ship and its many Rooms

Han soared around light as a feather in his dreams free of touching anything. Han
opened his eyes and at first didnot realize
feel anything under him and he realizedi@s looking at the ceiling that was not three feet
from his face. Looking around he found it very hard to himaround with nothing to
grab onto.

Han reached up and was barely able to touch the ceiling with the tip of his middle
finger sending him tuning downward very slowly. Just below him he saw his blue
blanket stationary in the air. Han reached for it and pulled on it. But it simply came to
him not getting him much closer to the floor. This was all very strange and unexpected!
AWhy dudndoellL me about this?0 Han thought.
turning slightly kicking the ceiling sending

A

wal king wasndét quite the same. He had to hi












































































































































































































